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GOD AT WORK 
2017

2017 has been a blessed year, with almost 2000 people trained in workshops, 
over 100 new classes started, and we continue to explore opportunities to grow 
the ministry. 

In the French Translation project, we committed almost $40,000 to 9 new 
translations that are now being used not only in France but also on a few 
islands in the Indian Ocean. Join us in praising the Lord for what He is doing!



As I sought the Lord for 2018 plans, three words kept coming to mind: EQUIP, EMPOWER,  
and ENTRUST. 

EQUIP. The dictionary defines equip as “to furnish for service or action by appropriate 
provisioning, to make ready.” Jesus spent 3 years preparing and training the disciples, 
equipping them to go out with the gospel to all nations. Jesus’ prayer to God (John 17:6-8) 
reveals that the disciples have not only received the words from God, but understand and believe.

Precept equips people to discover the truth of God’s Word. We teach them how to study using the Precept 
Inductive Bible Study Method, so they’ll have a life-transforming interaction with Jesus Christ. We want people to learn 
the skills so they can study, and we also want to equip them to disciple others.

EMPOWER. The dictionary defines empower as “to give official authority or legal power; to enable.” Jesus tells the 
disciples they will “receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you; and you shall be My witnesses…”(Acts 1:8). 
Paul raised up Timothy, saying about him, “For this reason I have sent to you Timothy, who is my beloved and faithful 
child in the Lord, and he will remind you of my ways which are in Christ, just as I teach everywhere in every church”  
(1 Corinthians 4:17). 

Precept empowers people to confidently follow God’s leading in obedience to go and make disciples. 
When we equip and train in leadership, we create a foundation that is rooted in the power of the Holy Spirit—just like 
Jesus did in Acts 1, and after which the gospel took off across the globe. 

ENTRUST. The dictionary defines entrust as “to charge or invest with a responsibility.” Do we have a responsibility? 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you…” (Matthew 28:19–20). Paul told Timothy, “These things 
which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be able to teach 
others also” (2 Timothy 2:2). THE MESSAGE IS EQUIP THOSE YOU MINISTER TO, AND EMPOWER THEM OR GIVE THEM 
THE AUTHORITY TO ENTRUST THE WORD OF GOD TO OTHER FAITHFUL ONES. 

Precept entrusts this mission of discipleship and teaching to faithful disciples. Over the past 40 years, 
Precept Ministries has used a proven, simple method of making disciples: Equip believers to study and encounter God 
in the pages of Scripture, and the Holy Spirit empowers them to go out and share their faith with others.  

Looking forward, the mission and vision remain the same. But as we focus on these 3 key goals of equip, 
empower, and entrust, we pray for a stronger partnership with the Precept family across Canada, 
working together as a team to further the kingdom of God in Canada.

What about you? Are you EQUIPPED? If not, make sure you join us at a Precept training workshop in 2018. If there isn’t 
one near you, contact us and see how easy it is to get training at your church.

Do you feel EMPOWERED to go out? Is the Holy Spirit calling you to leadership? Connect with us here to see how you 
can further partner with us in establishing people in God’s Word.

Are you ENTRUSTING the Word to others? Is there someone with whom you can do a Precept Bible study? Try our 
40-Minute Bible Studies to start someone on the path to a deeper relationship with God in His Word. We can help you 
find the right study to start.
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Is the Lord calling you to a greater involvement in Precept Ministries as a trainer, 
Entrust coach, or financial partner? For more information about how to join us, 
contact me at 877-234-2030 or msheldrake@preceptministries.ca.

EQUIP, EMPOWER, ENTRUST 
MARK SHELDRAKE 
NATIONAL DIRECTOR, PRECEPT MINISTRIES CANADA



105
new classes
in 2017

# of ETeam Donors 

(Monthly) = 201
# of One-Time Donors = 196

1530
new people in new 
classes in 2017

total # of people trained

# of NEW people trained

15182  
new people established in God’s Word 

since 2013

workshops were 
held in 2017
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2013

3811
2014

4730
2015

3307
2016 2393

2017*
(*as of 

September 
2017)

923

581

People established in God’s Word 
through TRAINING in 2017*

Percentage of 
Sales & Donations 2016

Breakdown of Donors  
by Province

53%
Sales

20.2%
ETeam

Donations

23.6%
One-time
Donations

196

242
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11

54

57
54

5

33

3

5

1

2

1

2016

2017

Total Donations 2016

$284,027.90
# of Donors = 397

17

1

16

38

40

*Statistics as of October 2017

DID YOU KNOW? “NOW TO HIM WHO IS ABLE TO DO FAR MORE ABUN-
DANTLY BEYOND ALL THAT WE ASK OR THINK...”

- EPHESIANS 3:20-21
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WALKING IN HIS GOODNESS 
AN UPDATE FROM TRACY FAST

I’m happy to report that Eden is doing well! She is 3 months 
post treatment and besides her short hair, you’d never know 
she was ever sick! She looks amazing and feels amazing. She 
is enjoying going back to all of her activities that she loves. We 
don’t have to hold her back from being at church or playing 
with her cousins. WE CELEBRATE LITTLE THINGS like going back 
to the dentist! My dad bought a pig for Eden (he keeps it at 
his farm!) and she gave birth to 8 piglets. Eden is delighted 
and loves to play with the piglets as often as she can.

Her doctors plan to perform ultrasounds every 3 months as they are looking at her liver to make 
sure that there is no growth of the scar tissue/tumours. The type of lymphoma that Eden had is very 
curable and relapse is not common. However, if relapse occurs, it becomes very difficult to treat. If 
relapse happens, it’s usually within the first couple of years. Our prayer is that she will remain cancer 
free. 

A PRAYER OF OURS IS THAT WE CONTINUE TO WALK IN COMPLETE TRUST OF GOD AS A FAMILY. We pray 
that we can continue to turn away every fear and doubt. Fear of relapse. Fear of side effects. God has 
done so much in our faith journey. I pray that He will continue to reveal Himself to all of our kids. 
That they will always know His goodness despite our circumstances. That they will know who God is, 
what His nature is. That He will be their anchor in the storms of life.

We’ve also met many other hurting families that are not believers. Families that have sick kids, some 
with a poor prognosis. I pray that we can shine God’s glorious light and hope to them. That we can 
share our expectant hope of eternal LIFE! I pray that they will run to Christ with their pain and find 
comfort in knowing that He’s preparing a home for us where no sickness and pain can touch them. 
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TO READ THE FIRST BLOG POST FROM TRACY VISIT OUR WEBSITE:
WWW.PRECEPTMINISTRIES.CA/BLOG/TRUSTINGINTHEONEWHONEVERCHANGES



DISCOVERING GOD IN COVENANT
AMBER PRECIOUS

Early on, I felt as though I had a relationship with God—that He loved me. 
He was gracious and forgiving and I needed to read the Bible and pray to 
maintain my relationship with Him…until this Covenant study. Wow!! I 
FEEL AS THOUGH MY EYES, MY MIND AND MY HEART HAVE BEEN OPENED TO A 
DEEPER TRUTH OF GOD’S WORD. I feel as though this study has shaken me to 
the core. It has challenged me to take a deeper look at my faith and what it 
really meant when I made the decision to enter into covenant with God.  It 
has completely changed my understanding of the commitment I made to 
Christ and His commitment to me. It has blown my mind that even after all 
these years of being a believer, I never really knew what MY part of the covenant entailed, and what 
it really means to be in this binding agreement with the One true God!

I’m fascinated how we dig so deep into the Word of God, break apart the Scriptures, 
and get to see how everything connects to this amazing Covenant we’ve made with 
Almighty God. Every story we read has a parallel, a purpose and a lesson. It’s 
amazing to see the symbolism throughout the Scriptures, such as in Jonathan and 
David’s covenant relationship, and then be able to truly understand the significance 
of the act of Covenant and rituals that took place to seal the covenant. 

I’ve begun to enjoy reading the Old Testament and dissecting the events that took 
place. Studying Inductively has truly changed my life and my time with God. It 

has helped me to really understand the scriptures and be able to apply it to my life. 
IT GIVES ME THE GUIDANCE AND THE CHALLENGE THAT I’VE BEEN SEEKING FOR YEARS!

I would encourage anyone, a believer for a long time, or new to faith in Christ, to experience 
studying Inductively and specifically the Covenant study. For me, I have discovered enlightening 
truths to my relationship with God and deepened my understanding and love of the Bible. 
Something I wish I had known about years ago!  

Visit our website to hear Carol’s testimony of how the 
Lord saved her and about her passion for His Word.

“There’s always hope. As long as there’s breath in 
your body, there is hope. But it has to be now, the 
time is now while you’re still living.”

FOR MORE STORIES LIKE THIS, VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.PRECEPTMINISTRIES.CA 

IT’S NEVER TOO LATE
CAROL COPPENS
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Our Precept Bible study group started in Simcoe, ON about 11 years ago, 
when Edith McQueen brought her love of studying and teaching Precept 
to her home church.  We have about 12 – 20 ladies for each study, many 
of them from the beginning and we have grown close as sisters in Christ 
through the studying of God’s word and prayer.  

On November 28, 2016, tragedy struck the McQueen family when their son Thomas died in an air 
force plane crash in Cold Lake, AB.  As ladies in her group, we of course wanted to show, in some way, 
our deep sympathy for the family in the way of a lasting, living gift. It was around that time that the 
French translation project had started. It didn’t take long to think that a donation to the project in 
memory of Captain Thomas McQueen would combine Edith’s deep love for studying Scripture, with 
a way for our love gift to have a long lasting effect. Later we found out that Mark had asked Edith, 
and Thomas’ fiancée Cait, to choose which book it would be.  They chose, Forgiveness: Breaking the 
Power of the Past.  I didn’t know which book they had chosen when I was deciding on a book to study 
for our next 40-Minute class.  I chose the same study. GOD WORKS IN MYSTERIOUS WAYS!

Last June in the midst of our 40-Minute study of Forgiveness, one of our dear sisters, Linda Mack, 
unexpectedly went home to be with the Lord.  She loved studying Scripture as much as Edith and had 
been a faithful member of our group since the beginning, as well as a volunteer at the Precept Canada 
office. As we started this year’s class, we continued to raise funds for the French Translation Project, 
now in memory of Linda Mack. WE PRAISE GOD FOR ALL HE IS DOING THROUGH THE FRENCH TRANSLATION 
PROJECT.

MINISTRY BEYOND OUR BORDER
FRENCH UPDATE

GOD AT WORK AMIDST 
TRAGEDY
LINDA DOUCETTE



I was so excited when I presented Lord, Teach Me 
to Study the Bible in 28 Days. As we studied together THE PEOPLE 

RESPONDED WITH JOY AS THEY DISCOVERED WHAT THE BIBLE SAID. 
The room was so full that we had to have people stand in the 
hallway. 

When we first put the books on the table everybody wanted to 
look at them and were very interested. They wanted to have 
the book for the training and other books. I WAS FULL OF JOY 
WHEN I SAW THE EAGERNESS they have to know what books we 

have. Fabrice continued this study to the end and 60 people came. Now, he is teaching 
another course. 

MINISTRY BEYOND OUR BORDER

“We don’t have to do it; we get to do it,” said a 
Guelph, ON student about our financial support 
for the French Translation Project. We set out ten 
months ago to raise funds for one French language 
study book, and, before long, one workbook became 
three.  With two study books provided for, Guelph 

students are currently raising funds for the third volume of the 40-Minute study on the book of Mark.  

WE FEEL BLESSED AND EXCITED AS WE THINK ABOUT FRENCH-SPEAKING PEOPLE BEING ABLE TO 
EXPERIENCE THE SAME JOY OF DISCOVERY THAT WE IN GUELPH HAVE ENJOYED FOR MANY YEARS. What 
is so encouraging to us in Guelph is that the Lord has brought Diana and her small Precept group in 
Brantford alongside to help us raise enough funds to meet our goal, and in partnership with them 
we will see the study, Jesus: Understanding His Death and Resurrection made available to the world in 
French, to bear fruit until He comes.

TRANSLATING 
THE JOY OF  
DISCOVERY
DONNA CHAPMAN
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FRANCE UPDATE
VASILE FILAT 
REGIONAL DIRECTOR, EUROPE



Wow! What another amazing summer here at Precept. I 
am continually amazed at what God shows me through 
studying his Word Inductively. From D4Y’s to Precept 
Upon Precept studies, I never finish a Bible study feeling 
empty. I am beyond thankful for the opportunities I’ve had 
to work at Precept in order to be encouraged and filled. 

This summer I had the chance to work on marketing. I took 
over producing Facebook and Instagram posts and was 
even able to start a weekly vlog. Just from these jobs alone 
I learned so many new skills that I know will be valuable to 
me as I move forward in life. 

Along with all these things, I had further opportunity to be deep in the Word with other believers 
over the summer. After studying Galatians, I can definitely say it’s been my favourite book to study. 
EVER WEEK I WAS BLOWN AWAY WITH WHAT GOD WAS TEACHING ME. It was such an amazing reminder 
of the simplicity of the gospel and the ability it has to completely transform my life. By the time I 
finished the study I was able to see clear goals of how I could be applying the Word to my life. It 
was as easy as just loving others, whether it’s convenient or not, or making the daily decisions to 
recognize the deeds of the flesh in my life and combat them with the fruits of the Spirit. ULTIMATELY, 
IT ALL COMES DOWN TO THE FACT THAT CHRIST HAS ALREADY DONE IT ALL, SO WHEN I GIVE HIM CONTROL I 
AM TRULY FREE!

Precept Ministries has been such a blessing in my life. I was so thankful that I 
had studied through the Old Testament inductively when on Christmas Eve 2 
years ago I faced a police officer giving me the news of our son’s death in his 

plane crash. IN THAT MOMENT I THOUGHT OF GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY. Our son had 
touched many lives and the funeral brought many people together from 

our vicinity and the States and Western Canada. In the message, salvation 
was presented so clearly. God has His plan and purpose. This year my 
husband went to his Home but AGAIN BECAUSE OF INDUCTIVE STUDIES GOD 
IS GIVING ME HIS PEACE.

MY SUMMER AT PRECEPT 
PAYGE FEERE

8  |  www.preceptministries.ca

RELYING ON GOD’S  
SOVEREIGNTY
IRENE ZAVITZ



Share your
Story

Have you been encouraged 
by studying God's Word using 

Precept's Inductive Bible studies? 
What has God shown you through 

His Word?

Share your story with us  
by emailing us at  

info@preceptministries.ca  
or by calling 877.234.2030.

For many years I have used Precept studies to help me go deeper 
into God’s Word.

I participated in several New Testament letters in a group and saw 
such growth within myself that I felt I needed to start at the very 
beginning.  And so I began with the five studies in Genesis and 
worked my way forward. I’ve recently finished Kings & Prophets 
7 - Revival or Captivity,  the study of 2 Kings.  Since then I’ve also 
bought the next few studies. A few of the benefits from studying this 
way that I’ve seen in my life are:

• I gained an incredible insight into the characters of the Old 
Testament and their culture.

• I saw God’s hand behind every act even when men were 
disobedient and sinful.  God’s love prevailed.

• Through this in depth study consistently, God has become my 
friend, Saviour, Comfort, and Teacher.

•  I HAVE GAINED A THIRST FOR THE SCRIPTURES and am 
disappointed when I have to leave and do some work.

• Throughout the day I am taking away remembrances of what 
I have learned and mulling over the significance of Scripture.  
What a wonderful God we have.

After teaching Sunday School for many years I am now transitioning 
into teaching Precept studies for children grades 3-5.

PRESSING ON TO  
TEACH AND LEARN
DOROTHY MEYER



10  |  www.preceptministries.ca

2 TIMOTHY 2:2 | PRECEPT C
A

N
A

D
A ENTRUST | 2 TIMOTHY 2:2 | P

REC
EP

T 
C

A
N

A
D

A 
EN

TRUST |

ENTRUST: IN PRACTICE 
BETH SCHMIDT

The goal of the new Entrust program is to raise up those who are faithful to teach 
others and it is primarily implemented by a one-on-one mentorship program.

In order to accomplish the environment for raising up new Precept Upon Precept leaders, I have split 
my class in half. So there are 2 offerings of the same class every week on Wednesday morning and 
then again on Wednesday evening. There are about 20 students in each class, although 8 – 12 would 
be ideal.

I am currently mentoring 2 leaders who attend the morning class. This is the process that I’ve adopted 
for mentoring them in Precept Upon Precept leadership. Both have been trained by me to lead the 
40-minute studies and have been doing so, as well as having learned the Inductive Bible Study method 
from doing Precept studies and workshops.

One of the challenges I have found is after I have raised up a new leader, some of them have fallen 
back into old habits or chosen other DVD based Bible studies that are not Precept. Some strategies to 
help with that have been to:

I’m so grateful for the opportunity to lead these studies. BEING IN THE WORD HAS BEEN LIFE CHANGING 
FOR ME. Mentoring others has sharpened my own teaching skills because good leadership is kept front 
of mind – especially when others are learning from me. So it is great for all of us!

PEOPLE LEARN BEST IF THEY ARE ENCOURAGED TO TALK, WHICH IS IMPOSSIBLE IF THE GROUP IS 
TOO LARGE. SO THE GOAL FOR ALL OF US IS TO CONTINUALLY RAISE UP NEW LEADERS!

1. Make sure you don’t launch them too soon before they are completely comfortable 
with Precept Upon Precept leadership.

2. Have regular times of encouragement and prayer to keep reminding them of how 
important it is to help others get into the Word, not to be spoon-fed information.

3. The constant reminder that the goal of Bible study is not ‘information dump’ but life 
change and developing a daily practice of each one being in the Word and prayer – 
developing their relationship with the Lord, even without my help!

WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT ENTRUST AND HOW 
YOU CAN PARTNER WITH PRECEPT IN RAISING UP 

NEW LEADERS IN YOUR CLASS?

CONNECT WITH US! 
877.234.2030 | TRAINING@PRECEPTMINISTRIES.CA



Having been raised in a Christian home the Bible was always important 
to our family but I struggled with having a desire to read it for myself.  
Through my early adult years my Bible was usually only opened on a Sun-
day to the passage the preacher taught on then closed the rest of the week.  
Two years ago I felt a hollowness in my life that I knew could only be filled 
by God and being in His Word.  I started attending a Bible study at my 
church and while it was insightful, I still didn’t have a strong desire to do 
more than the homework required.

After moving to Brantford last year I joined the Bible study where we went 
through a book written by Kay Arthur and learned about using the induc-
tive study method.  While going through the study LORD, Only You Can 
Change Me, I was overwhelmed at how close I felt to God.  I FELT LIKE THE FIRST TIME IN MY LIFE THAT 
THE BIBLE WAS ALIVE, and God was speaking directly to me! Each week I had new insight and made 
connections that I had never seen before. The Bible became my treasure and I couldn’t wait to see 
what the next jewel would be.

During this time I was also spending much of my time in various hospitals.  My youngest son had just 
been diagnosed with epilepsy and my mother-in-law was going through kidney failure. With so much 
of my life feeling like it was turning upside-down it lead me to depend on God more than I ever had. 

While sitting beside my mother-in-law’s bed while she was in a coma that resulted from a heart attack, 
I opened her Bible to read a verse that she had underlined.  The one I chose was Joshua 1:8-9.  The 
verse was exactly what I needed as our family more than ever needed courage to get through each day.  
I later found out that my mother-in-law had meditated on this verse since her youth.  It inspired me to 
want to give that same legacy to my children.

Through doing the inductive study method over the past 10 months I have gone from being happy 
being spoon fed bite size portions to feeling like I am finally growing in my faith and getting to the 
meat.  I NOW HAVE SO MUCH JOY IN READING THE SCRIPTURES that it frequently becomes the sole focus 
of my conversations with family and friends.  I feel like a fountain bubbling over and want to share 
this joy with everyone I meet.  God has truly changed me!

TRULY CHANGED BY GOD
KRYSTAL ANDERSON

WWW.PRECEPTMINISTRIES.CA/ESTORE  |  877.234.2030

Can God really Change you from the Inside Out? Yes!
Are you growing into the image of Christ? Or are you far from being all you want 
to be in the Lord? Jesus invites you to stop trying to develop godliness through 
your own efforts and to start relying on the indwelling Holy Spirit. That’s the way 
to a deep, rich, honest relationship with your heavenly Father.        

  [#21382 | $16.99 CDN | 9 weeks]
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www.preceptministries.ca/israel2018

Celebrate Passover and Easter in the Holy Land!
Contact us at 877-234-2030 or info@preceptministries.ca for more information

The Vision of Precept Ministries International
To establish people in God’s Word to live as exemplary followers of Jesus Christ, studying 
the Bible inductively, viewing the world biblically, making disciples intentionally, and 
serving the Church faithfully in the power of the Holy Spirit.

About Plumbline
The plumb line is pictured in Scripture as the standard of Truth. “Behold I am about to put 
a plumb line in the midst of My people. . .” (Amos 7:8). Our goal with Plumbline is to help 
Precept supporters like you measure all of life by God’s Word. May it bless you!

Visit our website 

to view the 

travel itiner
ary* 

and to reserve 

your spot!
*Schedule is tentative and may change closer to tour date

LIMITED SPOTS AVAILABLE!  Registration closes December 15th, 2017.


