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In this powerful study centered on the final chapters of the gospel 
of Mark, you’ll consider for yourself all that Jesus endured to bring 
forgiveness to sinners and hope to the hopeless. And you’ll understand 
as never before why it’s so essential to share with others the good news 
of His death and resurrection. See page 7 for online study details.



The Hour Has Come—To Finish the Work
A few weeks ago, I travelled across Canada on our Witnesses Cross 
Canada Tour. There were 11 workshops over 12 days, and over 70% of 
attendees were brand new to the Precept Inductive Bible Study Method. I 
continue to be amazed at how God brings these cross-Canada tours 
together. Every year the tour gets bigger. This year we didn’t have any 
locations on the East Coast, but even with two fewer locations, we still 
trained almost 350 people! At each of these locations we looked at John 
17 together and then broke the group into smaller groups, which gave 
participants an opportunity to lead through part of a 40-Minute Bible 
Study called How Do You Know God’s Your Father.

It doesn’t matter how many times I walk through John 17; I’m still 
amazed by what God has to share with us. In verse 1 Jesus says, “Father 
the hour has come; glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You.” 
Before John 17, Jesus had been speaking about this hour as an hour that 
is future. Jesus refers to the hour as coming (John 4:21, 23), but now 
that hour has come (17:1): 

• The hour when worship of the Father will not be on a mountain or in 
Jerusalem.

• The hour when true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and 
truth. 

• The hour in which the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God.
• The hour when those who hear His voice will live.
• The hour when all who are in tombs will hear His voice. 
• The hour that had not come when Jesus was teaching in the temple.
• The hour had come for the Son to glorify the Father.
• The hour had come for Jesus to accomplish the work that the Father 

gave Him to do. 

In complete obedience, Jesus would glorify the Father by the atonement 
for sin. This is the hour that had come. Jesus prays in John 17:5, “Now 
Father glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with 
You before the world was.” 

Some scholars disagree on what Jesus was referring to when He said the 
work He was given was finished, because the work of the cross had not 
yet been finished. Whether Jesus was speaking of what He had already 
done or whether He was already looking beyond the work of the cross 
when telling His Father that His work was done should not be something 
we are hung up on. But we should look to this statement in John 17:4 as 
a prayer—as a goal for our lives. 

This is the verse that I continued to go back to every time I taught the 
workshop. I asked all the groups the same question: “Wouldn’t you like to 
be able to pray that prayer?” “Father, my work is done, I have accomplished 
what you have called me to do, now bring me home.” This is Jesus’ desire 
for us. When we finish our work, Jesus wants us with Him: “Father I 

Mark Sheldrake
National Director, Precept 
Ministries International (Canada)

The Vision of Precept 
Ministries International
To establish people in God’s 
Word to live as exemplary 
followers of Jesus Christ, studying 
the Bible inductively, viewing the 
world biblically, making disciples 
intentionally, and serving the 
Church faithfully in the power of 
the Holy Spirit.

About Plumbline
The plumb line is pictured in  
Scripture as the standard of  
Truth. “Behold I am about to put 
a plumb line in the midst of My 
people. . .” (Amos 7:8). Our goal 
with Plumbline is to help Precept 
supporters like you measure 
all of life by God’s Word. May it 
bless you!
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desire that they, also whom You have given Me be 
with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory 
which You have given Me for you loved Me before the 
foundation of the world” (17:24). 

The apostle Paul wrote to Timothy in 2 Timothy 4:6-8: 
“For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, 
and the time of my departure has come. I have fought 
the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept 
the faith; in the future there is laid up for me the 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only 
to me, but also to all who have loved his appearing.” 
These words are Paul’s final words before his death. 
Do you see it? In verse 7 Paul says “I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished the course”, meaning the 
work that he was given to do has been accomplished, 
and yet the results of his ministry continue to bear 
fruit. “Father I have accomplished the work you have 
given me to do.” 

Here we are more than 2000 years after the work of 
the cross getting ready to celebrate Easter and yet 
there is still work to do. Beloved, how are you doing 
with the work that God has given you to do? 

Paul also writes “For by grace you have been saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the 
gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one 
may boast. For we are His workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
before hand so that we would walk in them”  
(Eph 2:9-10). 

Our purpose as believers is to accomplish the work 
we’ve been created to do. This work was set out before 
the foundation of the world for such a time as this. We 
are called to fulfil this work here on earth and then depart, 
because this earth is not our home and the desire of 
Jesus is to have those the Father has given Him to be 
present with Him in heaven. Paul in Philippians tells 
us that our citizenship is in heaven—this is not our 
home. 

How great will it be when we can pray, “Father 
my work is finished—bring me home!” My heart 
stirs at the thought, and I’m overwhelmed not only 
with excitement, but a passion and desire to be 
accomplishing the task I’ve been given. 

Have you ever wondered what your job is? Maybe 
I can answer that question with these verses: “And 
Jesus came up and spoke to them saying, ‘All 
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth 
(note John 17:2). Go therefore and MAKE DISCIPLES 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them 
to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am 
with you always even to the end of the age.’” 

The action is making disciples and this is the command 
we’ve been given—this is the work we are to be focused 
on. Beloved, how are you doing with this? Could you 
do more? Are you ready to stand before the Lord and 
tell Him your work has been accomplished? At this 
point in my life I don’t think I could stand before 
the Lord and tell Him, “I have accomplished all you 
have given me to do.” I say this because of the state of 
our country. My heart breaks for Canada as I see the 
deception caused by the enemies of the gospel. 

As our Cross-Canada tour concluded, many have 
taken up the call to make disciples by using the 
40-minute How Do You Know God’s Your Father 
study to lead a class or another person through the 
study of 1 John. 

As we prepare for Easter, would you ask the Father how 
you are doing with the work you’ve been given? Would 
you seek the Lord, asking Him to open doors for you 
to disciple someone through this book as well? Paul 
tells Timothy, “The things which you’ve heard from 
me in the presence of many witnesses, entrust these 
to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.” 
This can easily be accomplished with the 40-minute 
Bible study resource. Or transform Easter around 
the dinner table by taking the time to dig into God’s 
Word with a 40-Minute study Jesus: Understanding 
His Death, Burial, and Resurrection. These practical 
Bible study tools are available on our online store or 
by calling the ministry. 

Blessings to each of you this Easter. I’m praying that 
God will move in your heart, and use you to make an 
impact for the Kingdom of God in Canada.

Happy Easter, 
Mark



• 232 are brand new to Inductive Bible Study
• 5 have previously attended training, but 

have not attended a class
• 44 have attended a class, but this is their 

first training
• 62 have previously attended a class 

and training

“The inductive study method is familiar to me, but in our time in 1 John, something new struck me from a 
very familiar verse: 1 John 1:9.  In our discussion time, we noticed that John was writing to believers about 
confessing our sin, and receiving forgiveness, even though we have already been forgiven in Christ. So this 
generated a lot of good discussion and, although we didn’t resolve anything, it whetted our appetite to 
dig in some more. 

The Inductive method is something that I think is important for our youth because it is the best way to 
study; a couple of our youth were at the workshop and seemed to really enjoy it.”

- Youth Pastor, Calgary, AB

343 PEOPLE TRAINED
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"Something that stood out when we 
were going through the first lesson 
in the 40 minute study was that John 
emphasized that it is actually possible 
for a believer to know for sure that they 
have eternal life. If we love God, and 
have seen the Word of Life manifested 
in our lives, then we know that we 
have received eternal life (1 John 1:1-
3; 5:13). I think it’s a really reassuring 
thought for a believer, when we’re in 
the trenches, slogging through life 
sometimes, to be able to lift our heads 
and know we have a place beyond the 
here and now."

- Calgary, AB

"I have seen an increased desire for people to study 
the Word. There is an excitement to get into the Word 
for themselves and not just a reliance on the Pastor. I 
had a few ladies purchase the additional copies of the 
40 Minute study How Do You Know God's Your Father 
and God Are You There to work through with their older 
teen & adult children. Personally this 40 Minute study 
was timely for me as I've been counselling a young lady 
who has moved away from the Lord. There's been a lot 
of guilt and unforgiveness towards herself and her past, 
yet with this study the young lady is taking it all in and 
beginning to see Scripture come alive and real to her."

- Anonymous 

"Leading up to the workshop there was a lot of adversity that my team and I had faced (medical emergencies, 
family emergencies, etc.) prior to the workshop. I had to keep reminding myself that our battle is not with 
flesh and blood and that the evil one will do his best to derail any plans we have to try and advance God's 
kingdom! Even through the adversity we faced leading up to the workshop, we did not stop praying!

I was so encouraged by what God did through the workshop.  The ladies that did attend from my church 
have said to me that – while some have already been a part of a Precept Study – they are now seeing the 
importance of what they are studying. They are seeing new application, and are being blessed by what they 
are learning."

- Maple Ridge, BC

"Our church is going to finish studying this book as we 
continue to get together in small groups."

- Cranbrook, BC

"This workshop made me want to walk in obedience, better 
equipped to rely on the Holy Spirit, cleansed and guided 
in this dark world. When our group was working through 1 
John, we were struck with the reality of what it means to be 
“in the world, but not of the world.”  This really gave biblical 
support for the importance of ‘unity in community.’"

- Calgary, AB



Over the past couple of years, the 40-Minute Bible Study series has been a major focus for multiplication. 
When we spoke to leaders across Canada, many of them found it very difficult to grow their Precept Upon 
Precept Bible Study classes because there didn’t seem to be a hunger or desire to study God’s Word. We took 
this information and developed the Cross-Canada Tour, which introduced 40-Minute Bible Study leader 
training with results that were far beyond what we would have ever asked or imagined. Since 2013, we’ve seen 
more than 2000 people trained, and on average 200 new classes started every year. Praise the Lord for this 
growth! 
We believe one of the keys to this growth is the confidence that the individual attending this training gains. 
When we receive evaluations back, most participants indicate that the practical hands-on experience they got 
in leading the 40-minute studies has given them a confidence to go out and start classes. This is the kind of 
confidence we’re not seeing through our other leader training: the Precept Upon Precept Leader training. 

For years in partnership with the US, we’ve tried diverse ways to develop good leaders through our 2-day How 
to Lead Precept Upon Precept leader training. But we found that many of the people attending the training did 
not leave with the confidence to lead a Precept Upon Precept (PUP) class. This must change, because we know 
that our Precept Upon Precept Bible studies are the best studies to take students deeper into God’s Word. 

We’re still seeing several new Precept Upon Precept classes starting, but many of those classes start because 
our current PUP leaders are raising up individuals in their classes and then sending them to the training. In 
some cases, the leaders who are coming to us at Precept are already well trained by their leaders, and the 
training becomes more of a formality or a rubber stamp. These cases are small in comparison to the thousands 
we’ve trained over the years who’ve never taken on a leadership role, and yet we classified them as leaders.

Paul wrote to Timothy, “The things you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, entrust these 
to faithful men who will be able to teach others also” (2 Timothy 2:2). In my Bible, underneath Matthew 28:18-
20, I’ve written “it’s not about the quantity of disciples but the quality of the disciples we make.” I think that’s 
what Paul is saying to Timothy as well: Timothy, take the words which I was given, that I gave to you, and 
entrust those words to faithful men who will entrust them to others. 

This is the multiplication process we’re seeing with the 40-Minute Bible study training. In this training, 
students get to practice leading and they’re coached by the trainers to be effective in leading the discussion—
and the result is new classes. 
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In comparison, the Precept Upon Precept Leader training required the leader-in-training to watch the trainer 
lead two PUP lessons, then learn the leader guide, and then go off to lead a class. What we’ve realized is that 
this is not entrusting to the faithful. In some cases after the training, leaders have strayed from the original 
intentions of the Precept Upon Precept method and material by lecturing, adding multiple secondary resources, 
and have drawn students away from reasoning through the Scriptures together. These leadership models make 
it virtually impossible for a group leader to see multiplication in their group, because students look at the 
leaders, think about the time commitment to get the class ready, and think they will never be able to match 
what their leader is doing. When this happens, we miss the “entrust to faithful men who will entrust to others”. 
We would eventually be seeing a decline in the number of Precept Upon Precept studies started across Canada. 
But thankfully we are not there yet.

This is where our new Precept Upon Precept leader training comes in. We have developed the Entrust 
Discipleship Program, and in June we’ll have our first group of Entrust students come to Brantford and be 
trained to disciple and multiply Precept Upon Precept leaders within their groups. 

In the meantime, we’ve stopped running our 2-Day Precept Upon Precept Leader Training as we do not believe 
that this training is an effective way of raising up new leaders who will raise up new leaders. We want to see 
the same growth we’re seeing with our other studies. And that means we want to create an environment where 
new potential leaders can be mentored and coached as they practice leading under the guidance of our Entrust 
coaches. We know this process will take longer, but we’re ok with that because it’s about quality, not quantity. 
We have many more exciting changes in training that will be announced soon.

• For more information on the Entrust Discipleship Program, please contact me at  
msheldrake@preceptministries.ca and I would be happy to share more with you. 

• If you’re interested in attending the next Entrust Program, please fill in the form on our website at  
www.preceptministries.ca/entrust-groups

NEXT Entrust Discipleship Program:  November 6–10, 2017
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COST*

Adults: $495
Seniors (60+): $475

Children (5-13): $450
*all funds are CDN.

*$150/person deposit required to save spot. Balance due by 
July 17, 2017. Payment plan available. For family packages/

special requirements/needs, please contact the office.
*pricing per person is based on double occupancy.

*price includes the cost of the Precept Upon Precept workbook 
for Genesis Part 1.

*travel insurance will not be provided.

What’s all included?

• Round trip transportation from Brantford, ON to Holiday Inn 
Cincinnati Airport Hotel in Erlanger KY and to sites each day.

• 3-night accommodation in a 4 Star hotel.
• Continental breakfast each day (Aug. 24th – 26th)
• 1-day admission at Creation Museum
• 1-day admission at Ark Encounter
• Genesis Part 1 Bible Study* & discussion each morning with 

National Director Mark Sheldrake (Aug. 24th – 25th) 
*Participants will receive the Bible study ahead of time and are 
expected to have it completed before August 23rd)

• 1-hour teaching seminar at the Creation Museum on August 
24th with Creation Museum’s own Dr. Georgia Purdom.

Join Precept Ministries on a road trip to Kentucky, USA for a time of studying 
Genesis 1 & 2 with guest speakers, day trips, Bible study, and so much more! 

www.preceptministries.ca/bustour


