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Into the Light 
the Called to Proclaim tour report



Persecuted for chrIst
How to Be Faithful to the End
Are you as concerned about what’s 
happening in the world as I am? I’m 
watching closely what’s happening 
to Christians in the Middle East and 
watching as ISIS is doing their best to 
annihilate Christians. As I read about 
this persecution, I can’t help but think 
that this persecution is headed our way. 

How should we respond to what we 
are hearing? First and foremost, I 
believe that we’re called to pray for our 
brothers and sisters who face death 
for their proclamation of Jesus Christ. 
This proclamation is something we in 
Canada are guilty of taking too lightly. 

In speaking with a group of believers 
recently, I asked if they would declare 
their faith in Christ if it was a matter 
of life or death. One person was quick 
to say, “Absolutely!” But then she 
took a moment to think it through, 
stopped, and said, “I hope so but I just 
don’t know”. This is a telling comment 
coming from where we live. Most 
Canadians have never experienced 
persecution. 

Over the past few weeks, the workshop 
trainers and I traveled across Canada 
introducing people to the first of Peter’s 
letters. The letter was written to people 
undergoing persecution. This is evident 
when you mark and list all you learn 
about the recipients, including Peter’s 
instructions to them.

We read “you have been distressed by 
various trials, so that the proof of your 
faith being more precious than gold 
which is perishable, even though tested by 
fire, may be found to result in praise and 
glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ." (1 Peter 1:6) The believers were 

being slandered and oppressed by those 
who ruled over them, and so Peter gave 
them instruction as to how to live in 
the midst of this troubling time. These 
instructions hold true for you and I today 
as well, so let’s look closely at them.

Instruction 1: Prepare Your Minds for 
Action, Keep Sober in Spirit, and Fix 
Your Eyes (1 Peter 1:13)

Peter writes in the first twelve verses 
about the salvation that was received 
through Jesus Christ. He begins 
verse 13 with a “therefore”. This term 
of conclusion states that in light of 
this salvation, we’re called to live in 
obedience to God and His Word. Peter 
reiterates this holy living by instructing 
the readers to not be conformed to their 
former lusts. 

Secondly, he tells the readers to keep 
sober in spirit. This literally means 
to live with self-control. This is why 
in verse 14 Peter tells us to not be 
conformed to our former lusts. It is 
being conscious of living and glorifying 
God even in the midst of trial. Peter 
also tells us how we can do this: we can 
remain alert by fixing our eyes on the 
grace to come at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ. 

These are tremendous words of 
encouragement from Peter. He says, in 
the midst of trials and distresses, fix 
your hope on the unshakable grace and 
salvation that is to come. Peter again 
addresses this in his second letter: “But 
according to His promise we are looking 
for new heavens and a new earth, in 
which righteousness dwells. Therefore 
beloved, since you look for these things, 
be diligent to be found by Him in peace, 

Mark Sheldrake
National Director of Precept Ministries

A Message from Mark

The Vision of Precept Ministries 
International
To establish people in God’s Word 
to live as exemplary followers 
of Jesus Christ, studying the 
Bible inductively, viewing the 
world biblically, making disciples 
intentionally, and serving the 
Church faithfully in the power of  
the Holy Spirit.

About Plumbline
The plumb line is pictured in 
Scripture as the standard of 
Truth. “Behold I am about to put 
a plumb line in the midst of My 
people. . .” (Amos 7:8b). Our goal 
with Plumbline is to help Precept 
supporters like you measure all of 
life by God’s Word. May it bless you!
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Workshop scheduLe: 
how to Lead PuP for New users (Calgary, AB) $95. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Friday & Saturday, April 17-18

called to Proclaim fasttrack (Brantford, ON) $40 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:00 am, Saturday, May 2

2015 Precept Network National Conference 
June 3-6 Cambridge, Ontario

This year`s speaker is Bob Vereen. Bob has 
served alongside Jack & Kay Arthur since 
1991. In his current position as ambassador-
at-large for Precept Ministries, he oversees 
a number of Precept`s international offices, 
including Canada, actively discipling and 
training national leadership. Bob has also 
coauthored several of Precept`s Bible 

studies including some of the 40-minute Bible studies. 

Bob and Mark are looking forward to inspiring and 
encouraging Bible study leaders and students to passionately 
engage in establishing people in God`s Word. 

Romans 1:11-12 
“For I long to see you so that I may impart some spiritual 
gift to you, that you may be established; that is, that I may 
be encouraged together with you while among you, each of 

us by the other’s faith, both yours and mine.”

For breakout topic descriptions and to register 
www.preceptministries.ca/recharge

EQUIPPING SEMINARS 

Six Days Do Make a Difference: Discussions in Genesis

Discipleship: How? & Why?

Why Leaders Lose Heart

Learning to Love the Word Again: Preaching Inductively

Becoming a Precept Leader

Fun in the Sun with Nothing but the Word of Jesus

Building Small Groups using Inductive Bible Study

Mentoring: a Biblical Model

Preparing Effective Discussions

REGIStRAtIoN PAckAGES:

Conference, Meals & dorm lodging — $150

Conference & Meals — $100

Conference Only — $75

Thursday & Friday Evening - free tickets available

Hotel rates available upon request.

www.preceptministries.ca/poc
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. . .to encourage, inspire and establish
Bible study leaders and students

don't miss out, connect with Precept communities on...
View on Instagram
preceptministriescanada

preceptcanada pmicanada www.preceptministries.ca/blog



About God’s work  
for 45 yeArs!

A MessAGe 
froM 

Beloved,

I still remember their faces so clearly.

In my living room, a small group of teens had 
gathered with a desire I shared—to know God 
better through His Word. What joyful times we had, 
exploring Scripture and opening our hearts to God!

Beloved, that core group of teens grew to college 
students, then adults. Soon people of all ages were 
crammed into our home to meet God in His Word. 
Jack and I had a deep desire to help even more people 
become established in God’s Word. That is when 
Precept Ministries International was established.

Now, 45 years later, I still have that same passion 
and desire. And I’m so grateful that you share that 
mission! Together, we are answering God’s call!

Take a look at how God is using your prayers and 
support of Precept to change eternities. What a 
blessing to be joined with hearts like yours and my 
dear friends at Precept Ministries in Canada.

In much love for Him and for you, His forever child,

Kay Arthur, Co-Founder of Precept Ministries
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5 steps to training 
10,000 canadians 

It starts with You!
We, as believers, have been called to go and make disciples. 
But how can we do that if we are not equipped? This is 
where Inductive Bible Study training is so valuable. Not 
only are students taught how to effectively study the 
Word for themselves, but are also taught how to disciple 
others – the neighbor down the street, the co-worker, the 
friend or family member, a fellow church member. When 
people are equipped with the right tools, they use them. 
So far this year, we have seen 404 new people established 
in God’s Word through 35 new classes and 163 new people 
established through 22 training workshops! We are praising 
God for these new people, but also understand that we 
have a long way to go to reach 10,000!

Would you consider hosting a Precept Inductive Bible 
Study Workshop? We would love to partner with you in 
bringing training to your church and community.  We are 
asking God to open 40 more locations across the Country 
to host training workshops and to fill our schedule right 
through to December. 

Implementing training can be done in 5 easy steps:

1. Pray! Ask God to show you what training would be best 
for your church & community. Ask Him to reveal the 
need for training to your church leadership team.

2. Speak with your church leadership team about your 
willingness to host training.

3. Contact the Precept Training Department with possible 
dates. (training@preceptministries.ca, 1-877-234-2030)

4. Complete the Workshop Commitment forms
5. Keep praying and begin promoting the workshop to 

your church & community.



Jesus sent the Holy Spirit, 
empowering the Apostles to testify 
to the power of God in salvation 
and in living every day for the 
Gospel. Learn how God spread the 
Gospel through witnesses of Jesus' 
death and resurrection, and from 
their examples, how you too can 
witness to others.

From Paul’s transformation from 
persecutor of the church to 
preacher, join him on his journeys 
across the Roman world to 
proclaim the saving message of 
Jesus to Jews and Gentiles. Learn 
how to witness and how to live 
an authentic Christian life in the 
power of the Holy Spirit.

NEW STUDIES
Acts Part 1
Jesus’ Witnesses 
empoWered by His spirit
(chapters 1-12)

Acts Part 2
paul, Jesus’ Witness  
to tHe Gentiles
(chapters 13–28)

Workbook #70637 #75086 8 lessons $18.00 Workbook #70638 #75091 8 lessons $18.00

Precept Upon Precept® ONLY AT
PRECEPT

Leader Guides, CD and DVD Messages also available Leader Guides, CD and DVD Messages also available
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spotless and blameless, and regard the 
patience of our Lord as salvation.”  
(2 Peter 3:13–15) 

This kind of focus doesn’t happen 
overnight, it takes effort, concentration, 
and intentionality. After all, this is 
keeping a long term perspective versus 
looking at the immediate trial.

Instruction 2: Conduct Yourselves in 
Fear (1 Peter 1:17-21)

Peter calls us to live in fear, or 
reverence, toward the Father in 
consideration of the cost of our 
redemption: “you were not redeemed 
with perishable things like silver or gold, 
but with the precious blood, the blood of 
Christ”. If you know that there is not 
a single earthly object good enough 
in the eyes of God to save you, but 
only His Son’s blood that washed you 
clean—is that enough to motivate you 
to live a holy life? 

This is what amazes me about those 
who have been martyred for their faith: 
They knew the cost of redemption. 

They lived not fearing man but 
revering God and the work He did on 
the cross to give eternal lift to those 
who believe. I like to think that as 
they faced death, like the first martyr 
Stephen, they too saw the glory of God, 
and Jesus standing at His right hand. 
(Acts 7:55) 

What about you? Would your 
confidence be rattled or are you 
prepared to stand before Jesus Christ?

Instruction 3: Proclaim (1 Peter 2:9)

Peter instructs the believers here to 
“proclaim the excellencies of Him who 
has called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9). I love 
this instruction, knowing that through 
holy living we proclaim that we’re 
dead to our life of sin. Not only are we 
to live in holiness, but we’re literally 
called to shout out to all who will hear 
that Jesus Christ redeemed us from 
the darkness of sin, from the darkness 
of this world, and brought us into His 
marvelous light. 

We live in the knowledge that we have 
been redeemed, and we will live forever 
in His presence. Let that truth sink in 
for a moment. Jesus conquered sin and 
death for you. His sacrifice, your belief, 
and repentance gives you the confidence 
to live out and proclaim holiness. This 
is why Paul with confidence could write 

“For me to live is Christ and to die is gain.” 
(Philippians 1:21) 

Friends, we will face persecution like 
our brothers and sisters in the Middle 
East. How will you respond? Will you 
be ready? Where is your focus? Are you 
alert and sober? Are you fixing your 
hope on the grace to come? Are you 
living in light of what it cost God to 
redeem you from sin? 

Now is the time to prepare for action 
and to proclaim what Jesus has done 
for you. The day and the hour of His 
return is unknown and the task we 
have before us is a clear one: “Plunder 
Hell and Populate Heaven”… go and 
PROCLAIM!

Persecuted for chrIst, continued from page 2
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New disciples being established in God's Word.

Another Cross Canada Tour is 
finished and again we are praising 
God for providing beyond what we 
could ask or imagine! 

This tour started out like all of the 
other tours. All of the host locations 
were in place within a matter of 
weeks. We booked flights and kept 
in constant contact with the hosts 
to gauge the number of people that 
would be attending in each location. 

However, this year the tour differed 
from previous tours in that as of six 
days before I was scheduled to head 
to the first stop, Woods Harbour, NS, 
only 56 people were registered across 
the country. Some of the locations had 
very low registration and in Quebec 
nobody had registered! 

We and our hosts had prayed, 
advertised, and encouraged Canadians 
to register for every tour stop, but 
so few had responded. Our team 
continued to pray, but I was ready to 
pull the plug on the trip believing that 
God had other plans.

One afternoon while spending time in 
prayer and study, I felt conviction in 
my heart. Having witnessed what God 
did last year through the Matching 
Gift Campaign, the increased students 
attending classes and training, and so 
much more, was I now doubting that 
God could again bless this ministry by 
stepping out in faith?

Or perhaps my doubt was really 
disappointment if the tour were to 
be canceled because I love to do the 
tour. Despite the exhausting pace of 
the tour, the joy of sharing inductive 
study and watching eyes opened to the 
beauty of God's Word far outweighs 
the exhaustion.

On March 4, I boarded the plane for 
Halifax knowing that I was stepping 
out in faith. 

As we arrived in Halifax and taught 
the first workshop, I closed the 
training with the exhortation that we 
must proclaim Jesus Christ. I could 
see it in the eyes of the students: their 
joy in study and their love for Jesus 
and His Word. At that point I knew 
that the message God had given me 
to share with Canada was one that 
needed to be heard.

As we moved from city to city, 
the staff would send me updated 
registration numbers. My wife Jessica 
would tell me that the phone was 
constantly ringing. Before long, 
the problem was not that we lacked 
registrations, but now we were short 
on study materials and books at many 
of the locations!

When we started the tour, 56 people 
were ready to study with us. Fourteen 
days later when we finished in Three 
Hills, AB, almost 300 people had been 
trained, far exceeding the number of 
people we trained in the 2014 tour. 
British Columbia alone accounted for 
50% of the people trained. Praise the 
Lord for blessing us in this way. He 
has done more than we could ask or 
imagine! (Ephesians 3:20)

Although the Called to Proclaim tour 
is complete, we are far from done 
sharing this message. If you missed 
the opportunity to join us on the 
tour, please contact our office to find 
out how you can have the Called 
to Proclaim training come to your 
church. We would love to come and 
partner with your church!

training@preceptministries.ca

cALLed to ProcLAIM

Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan

Nanaimo, British Columbia

Three Hills, Alberta

Woods Harbour, Nova Scotia



"Two people were completely new to 
any type of Precept study, and it really 
opened their eyes to how to study for 
themselves. They are new believers, and 
were drawn to our church because the 
pastor teaches inductively. They said they 
had never heard God’s Word like that, 
and now they know they can study for 
themselves. God is so good!" 
~Lori, Windsor, ON

"When I visited my daughter and her 
family in Hong Kong recently I would 
tuck into a wee corner by the window 
everyday and work on my inductive 
Bible study. 

This is the setting where some of my 
family members have seen a change in 
me since I began studying inductively 
after attending last year's Cross-Canada 
FastTrack workshop. 

Inductive study forces me to slow 
down, to dig and think. The practice 
of marking the Bible has also proven 
to be instructive and helpful as it pulls 
thoughts and themes into cohesive 
streams. The questions are sometimes 
probing and challenging and the 
opportunity to apply what is learned to 
one's walk with Jesus is ever present.

Day after day, my daughter saw me 
not only doing the work but loving the 
work. She could see I was attempting to 
take what was being taught and to allow 
the Holy Spirit to make the necessary 
personal changes and she could see the 
joy and gratitude which resulted in me." 
~Maureen, Yellowknife, NWT

"The Cross-Canada Tour arrived here in 
March with Mark Sheldrake introducing 
the 40 minute and New Inductive Study 
Series. Given the winter conditions, I 
wasn't expecting more than six people.   
However, we had 21 enthusiastic 
participants, two even coming from 
beyond Fredericton, over two hours 
away, because they were so keenly 
interested in receiving this instruction.

One of our church members, a professor 
and Ph.D candidate wrote, 'The inductive 
Bible study method that is taught by 
Precept is very similar to the method 

I learned in seminary and have been 
using for years! It’s so wonderful to have 
training like this available to our church 
members!' " 
~Pastor Ken, Lower Coverdale, NB

"A couple of comments from the 
participants that summed up the 
workshop and what we learned included 
'marking key words really helped give 
clarity to the text. We were seeing an 
‘old’ truth in a ‘new’ way.'  The other 
comment that stood out was, 'We learned 
so much from First Peter chapters 1 & 2 
in one hour and that was only scratching 
the surface! It was challenging and 
encouraging- all at the same time.' " 
~Janice, Steinbach, MB

"The FastTrack workshop training with 
its two different styles of resources allows 
people to find a style that is appropriate 
for their small group and give them 
confidence using the materials and 
helping others to study the Bible. There 
were several churches represented at 
our workshop. Each came looking for 
resources that they could use to develop 
or restart Bible Study groups in their 
church. My husband leads the Christian 
club in the high school he teaches in 
and he discovered the 40-Minute Bible 
Studies are the perfect vehicle for him 
to use with students. Two women 
came who were looking for resources 

and training before beginning a new 
neighbourhood Bible study. Another 
couple came who are involved in a 
church planting ministry and were 
looking for resources & Bible study 
training. The Precept trainer took the 
time to carefully explain how to use 
the two different resources and gave us 
time to work in groups to experience 
leading discussions. Those who have 
been trained in the past enjoyed being 
re-trained and studying First Peter."  
~Lorraine, Markham, ON

PHOTOS & MORE TESTIMONIES at 
www.preceptministries.ca/proclaim

sPotLIGht oN eGyPt
God’s Word is Pressing On.
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testIMoNIes froM Across cANAdA
You are touching Canada when you pray and when you give!

Yellowknife, NWT

Lower Coverdale, New Brunswick

“In Egypt, our efforts have doubled. 
We have increased numbers of 
training conferences, workshops . . . 
and many Bible schools invite us to 
train them in the Inductive Bible 
Study method,” says Costel Oglice, 
Precept Eurasia director.

A big project for 2015 is the printing  
of the Precept Inductive materials  
in Arabic. Egypt is a hub from where 
missionaries can go into other Arabic 
countries to share God’s Word, 
Costel says. Believers in Egypt are 
dedicated and have withstood 

persecution to hold onto their faith.

For example, one church has been 
without a roof for 20 years! The 
government officials would not allow 
them to replace their roof or do any 
improvements. So, for two decades 
church members met anyway with a 
tarp covering the building.

Just recently, they received permis-
sion to put a roof on their church. 
This shows that doors are opening 
in Egypt!

Keep praying for Egypt!



It's a blessing to be a workshop host!
"I thank God for what He has done for the Burnaby Tour!  

On March 2, 2015, the registration cut off date for the Burnaby 
workshop, we had only 11 people registered, but Precept 
extended the date to March 6. With so few signed up and only 
a few more days extension, our team was disappointed and we 
expected that the workshop would be canceled very soon.

In spite of that I contacted several sisters and we decided to 
pray and pass the information by word of mouth and by emails 
to different groups of brothers and sisters within our church, 
outside to our own circles of Christian friends.  Several of us 
prayed fervently with unwavering faith that God would provide 
so that we would have at least 25 registrations by Friday, March 6 
at 12 noon. 

The night of March 3, I was on my knees praying to God. I asked 
Him to give us just enough within 2 days, so that the workshop 
would happen. I remembered back to January 2015 when God 
led me to take on the volunteer coordination of this Precept 
workshop for my church and knew there had to be a reason He 
called me to do this. I trusted that He had great things He was 
going to do through this workshop. I knew that the eleven who 
were already registered were eager to be in the class. So I trusted 
that God wouldn't leave the eleven people just like that. These 
were people who are willing to learn to study His Word, and He 
would take care of them.

After my prayer that night, I felt peaceful. I knew that God had 
listened and would act.

The next evening, March 5, my daughter came home and happily 
told me that she had successfully invited one unchurched friend 
from her university to attend this Precept workshop! That was 
very encouraging! My family prayed to God again that night, 
and said, "Father, now there is one unchurched person coming to 
the class, please take care of this student." We also prayed for his 
future salvation.

By Friday morning, March 6, we had 26 registrations. By the end 
of day Friday, we had a total of about 36 registrations (both from 
our Willingdon Church and other churches in the area). From 
that day on, the numbers continue to increase. We had over 50 
attendees the day of the workshop on March 12. Everyone who 
attended enjoyed the workshop, and many asked about when 
Precept would return so that they could learn more.

And our unchurched friend. . .he wants to come to church 
regularly so that he can learn more about the One that was 
proclaimed to him through this study of 1 Peter!  

Praise God, for He has done great things! He is faithful!"

PMI0347NL1

Precept Partner Profile

Burnaby workshop host, Virginia, 
and some of her family and friends 

at the Burnaby workshop.

we would love to hear how studying God’s word is 
transforming your life. feel free to share your story 
with us at www.preceptministries.ca/share-your-story.


