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oubt…that dark place in 
the middle of the tunnel. 

You’ve come so far that you can’t 
turn back, but you still can’t see 
the light at the other end.

In that dark place the enemy 
plants doubt in your mind. 
“What if God doesn’t…answer 
my prayer, provide the funds, 
do anything amazing”—the list 
could go on and on.

Charles Spurgeon wrote regarding doubt, “Doubt 
discovers diffi culties which it never solves; it creates 
hesitancy, despondency, and despair. Its progress is the decay 
of comfort, the death of peace. Believe! is the word which 
speaks life into a man, but doubt nails down his coffi n.”

Have you ever doubted God? 

Doubt is of the devil, it causes us to take our minds 
and hearts off of the Almighty God. A.W. Pink writes, 
“Satan is ever seeking to inject that poison into our hearts 
to distrust God’s goodness—especially in connection with 
His commandments. That is what really lies behind all evil, 
lusting and disobedience. A discontent with our position 
and portion, a craving from something which God has 
wisely held from us. Reject any suggestion that God is 
unduly severe with you. Resist with the utmost abhorrence 
anything that causes you to doubt God’s love and His 
lovingkindness toward you. Allow nothing to make you 
question the Father’s love for His child.”

by Mark
Sheldrake

(continued on page 4)
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IMPACTING THE WORLDIMPACTING THE WORLD
The headlines don’t tell the whole storyThe headlines don’t tell the whole story
Recent headlines from across the sea nearly made my heart stop:

“Over 70 churches attacked, burned!”

“Masked gunmen abduct 14-year-old Christian boy”

“Kidnapped believers beaten, tortured!”

Violence against Christians in this region of the world is the worst it has been in 
centuries. In fact, in many volatile areas around the globe, believers are in more 
danger today than ever before.

But here is the good news—

In these regions of escalating persecution, Scriptures are in greater demand than 
ever before!

Despite torture, attacks, and danger, people in places of great persecution are crying 
out for the truth and hope of God’s Word.

Titus is a believer we work with in one such country. Because his life is in grave 
danger, I cannot tell you his real name.

Titus writes, “The situation in ________ is volatile, and today near my home a church was 
burned; it is very hard to see churches and Christian businesses burned down. This is a time when 
Christians must unite and pray. Thank you for praying for us and the Christians in ________.”

But despite the danger, Titus continues to train and equip believers in ________. 
“I host training seminars as much as I can,” he explains. “When churches are burned, I take the 
Inductive Bible Study into people’s homes.” Hundreds of home Bible study groups are being 
planted across ________ because of brave believers like Titus!

“This is the beginning of revival and we need to take hold of the opportunities,” Titus says. “We do 
not know what the future will bring, but we want to be prepared.”

“Please pray for believers in ________,” Titus asks. “The situation here is very complicated 
with transition to a new government. Brothers and sisters here are so grateful for the training you 
provide . . .it is the best way to study the Word.”

Join me in praying for those in ________, and around the world, who place their 
lives in harm’s way to establish their people in Scripture. 

Through your compassionate giving, Precept Ministries International is helping 
persecuted believers in ________, and around the world, fi nd strength and 
refuge in Scripture for themselves. Together, we are establishing people in 
God’s Word in nearly 185 countries and 70 languages through Inductive Bible 
Study and other resources!

  David Arthur
  CEO

David Arthur

CEO of Precept Ministries

A Message from David

The Vision of Precept 

Ministries International

To establish people in 
God’s Word to live as 
exemplary followers of 
Jesus Christ, studying the 
Bible inductively, viewing 
the world biblically, making 
disciples intentionally, 
and serving the Church 
faithfully in the power of 
the Holy Spirit.

About Plumbline

The plumb line is pictured 
in Scripture as the standard 
of Truth.  “‘Behold I am 
about to put a plumb  line 
in the midst of My people. 
. .’”  (Amos 7:8b). Our goal 
with Plumbline is to help 
Precept supporters like you 
measure all of life by God’s 
Word. May it bless you!
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Answering the Call: A Ministry Update

TRAINING PASTORS, CHURCH 
LEADERS IN THE PHILIPPINES
Despite the devastating effects of  Typhoon Haiyan, 
Precept Ministries Philippines continues the work of  
training pastors and church leaders in using the Inductive 
Bible Study Method. In addition to the 
training of  leaders, Precept Bible Study Classes are 
meeting throughout the country. Some of  the classes are 
using the 40-Minutes Bible Study series, but most 
are studying the Precept Upon Precept courses.

Across the region, people are discovering for 
themselves the healing and comfort found in God’s 
Word. This incredible impact is only possible because 
of  your faithful support and prayers.

Stephen Lim is Precept’s Regional Director for the 
Pacifi c Rim and is devoting a great deal of  time to 
expand our work in the Philippines, particularly among 
pastors. “Pastors are able to take what they learn and 

then pass it on to their congregations,” Stephen says. 
“This promotes the multiplication effort we are looking 
for.”

At a recent training in Laguna, pastors and church 
leaders traveled from across the Northern part of  the 
country to participate. Stephen says they went home 
excited to put into practice what they have learned and 
many have requested training in their own churches.

Thank you for your prayers and generous fi nancial 
support that is allowing Precept to expand in this key 
Pacifi c nation. We look forward to reporting more 
about what God is doing there through Precept 
Ministries International.

To see a short video clip of  a 40-Minute Training in Laguna, 
please go to www.preceptministries.ca/plumbline.

3



Henry Drummond wrote, “Christ never failed to 
distinguish between doubt and unbelief. Doubt is can’t 
believe. Unbelief is won’t believe. Doubt is honesty. Unbelief 
is obstinacy. Doubt is looking for light. Unbelief is content 
with darkness.”

I love how Drummond describes doubt as looking for 
light. One morning I was running a local trail when 
I came to an over pass that has an extended tunnel. 
The tunnel is covered in graffi ti and every time I come 
close to the tunnel I get nervous as I anticipate what is 
in there. It’s not well lit and I have seen people living 
underneath. The mind races as you draw near and then 
enter, but as you reach the middle of the tunnel you 
begin to see the radiant light of the sun shining in from 
the other side.

In January 2013 I took over the responsibility of being 
the National Director of Precept Ministries Canada. 
No problem, right? Stepping into this position was a lot 
like starting into the tunnel. I had much anticipation, 
nervousness and excitement for what God could do 
through the ministry. In mid-July the tunnel was 
very dark. The ministry was in a defi cit of $51,000—
although God was growing the ministry and thousands 
were being established in God’s Word. Yet that little 
seed of doubt began to creep in…maybe God won’t 
do far more abundantly beyond what we can believe or 
imagine. Why does bad fi nancial news plant seeds of 
doubt? 

I was heartbroken, not wanting to doubt, yet in the 
dark of mid-July I nearly let that seed in. In response 
to our defi cit I sent out a call to pray asking that God 
would provide.

Now in the light of mid-January I am again reminded 
that no matter the circumstances we face, the 
unchanging truth remains—nothing is too diffi cult for 
God! (Genesis 18)

I’m overjoyed and full of praise knowing that I can 
share with you that our defi cit has been erased and 
God has met our budget needs for 2013. Praise Him 
from whom all blessings fl ow!

These are exciting times for Precept Ministries in 
Canada. I’m so thankful for all of our Bible Study 
Leaders, Students, Donors and partners who faithfully 
serve the Lord. Many are starting new classes, and 
encouraging students to branch out and start classes. 
Your commitment to God and His Word and Inductive 
Bible study is bearing eternal fruit. God has done far 
more abundantly beyond all we could ever ask or think.

As the ministry moved into December I was on bended 
knee praying the Lord would not only provide but that 
He would also forgive my doubting fl esh. Over this 
past year God has shown me so much that I wish to 
pass on to you for 2014. These are the 4 truths I’ve 
learned to keep my eyes focused on the light at the end 
of the tunnel, to keep focused on the good seed that 
is planted and waiting for harvest. My prayer is that 
whatever tunnel or trial you are in where the enemy has 
planted doubt that you would remember these truths, 
persevere and plant seeds of belief in place of doubt.

Truth # 1 – Believe – James 1:5-8 “ But if anyone lacks 
wisdom, let him ask God, who gives to all generously 
and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But 
he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one 
who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed 
by the wind. For the man ought not to expect that he 
will receive anything from the Lord, being a double-
minded man, unstable in all his ways.” Faith is the key 
here, belief in God and His character revealed through 
Scripture. Studying the promises of God leads to a 
stronger faith. Knowing this truth won’t allow us to 
waver between His will and our will.

DISPELLING DOUBT
continued from page 1
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Truth #2 – Absolutely Nothing is Accomplished 

without Prayer. Included in the reminder my church 
sends about their prayer meetings is the exhortation 
that nothing of lasting or eternal good will happen 
apart from prayer. Spurgeon writes, “Prayer moves 
the arm that moves the world.” Think about this, 
prayer is tapping in to the greatest source we have. 
We’re going to the Almighty God begging Him to 
move in a mighty way. When was the last time your 
prayers brought you to your knees, tears rolling down 
your face as you beg God to intervene in a mighty 
way. Doubt will DESTROY your prayer life.

Truth # 3 – Repent. This for some may be the 
hardest thing to do but one of the most important. 
Admit that doubt has crept in, repent asking God to 
forgive your (my) wandering mind. When doubt has 
crept in I have to remind myself I am not greater than 
the Almighty God my Creator. Keep an attitude of 
humility. As doubt rears its ugly head the devil wants 
us to propel ourselves above God. This is wrong and 
we need not go there—and when we do, get on our 
knees and ask for forgiveness.

Truth #4 – Fuel your Faith – In January 2013 Kay 
spoke at an event in Edmonton AB and reminded 
the conference attendees of this truth, “God wrote 
a book, 66 books to be exact and He wants you 
to know them all.” Fuel your faith by immersing 
yourself in His book. Do you notice your mind 
begins to wander the less time you spend in His 
Word? Mine does…my wife has told me I am a 
totally different person when I am immersed in the 
Bible. I want to challenge you to take it a step further 
though by asking. “Are you studying to lead?” If you 
are a Bible study leader, you know that you study 
differently when you are studying for your own 
personal growth as opposed to studying with the 
knowledge that you will have to teach your class. 
Whether you are a Bible study leader or not, study to 
lead. Don’t miss opportunities to pass on (disciple) 
using what God is revealing to you from His Word.

Regardless of  our doubts that were or are, it is never 
too late to repent and accept God’s forgiveness. Let’s 
move forward in 2014 in belief  and prayer fueled by 
our saturation in God’s Word.

msheldrake@preceptministries.ca
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Canadian Spring Tour

GENESIS FASTTRACK WORKSHOP

April 4 - April 12 . 2014

Nova Scotia (4th) . New Brunswick (5th) . Quebec (7th) . Manitoba (8th) 
Saskatchewan (9th) . British Columbia (10th) . Alberta (12th) . Ontario (4th-12th)

Book this Event at Your Church Today!
877-234-2030  |   training@preceptministries.ca



PRECEPT ONLINE 
COMMUNITY
Connect with other believers in 2014
Join the Precept Online Community for ongoing support, training 
opportunities, and exclusive resources. If you are a Bible Study leader 
or student, join our online community to become more eff ective in your 
study of God’s Word and discipling.

BENEFITS include:

Connecting with like-minded believers who love God’s Word
Accessing Precept’s resource library
Online Bible studies
Leader enrichment groups
Hosting an online group for your local Bible study class
Event listing
Tools to promote your own events
And more!

Join today at www.preceptministries.ca!

For more information and to register call 877.234.2030 or
go to www.preceptministries.ca/recharge

REGISTRATION OPENS
FEBRUARY 1 . 2014

THE GOD OF NEW 
BEGINNINGS!

A MESSAGE 
FROM 

Beloved,

I’m praying that you, my friend, will never 
be the same after reading this issue of  the 
Plumbline.

If  you’ve experienced disappointments and 
pain in the past year, my heart aches for 
you, beloved. But I’m so glad that we serve 
a God of  new beginnings! This year can 
be your best yet if  you simply accept God’s 
grace and believe in His Word.

I’m standing with you in prayer that 2014 
will be your year for a fresh start!

Be encouraged by our Answering the 
Call international ministry update. Every 
teaching session and Bible study resource 
is made possible because of  your faithful 
prayers and support, beloved. Thank you!

Take a few moments to prayerfully consider 
joining the Canadian team and I in 
Cambridge, Ontario in June. I am excited 
for the vision God has placed before Mark 
and want to be with you for the offi cial 
launch of  the Precept Network in Canada 
during Recharge.

Blessed by your partnership,

Kay Arthur, Co-Founder of Precept Ministries

6  |  www.preceptministries.ca

KAY ARTHUR
CO-FOUNDER
PRECEPT MINISTRIES 
INTERNATIONAL

MARK SHELDRAKE
NATIONAL DIRECTOR
PRECEPT MINISTRIES 

CANADA

JUNE 4 - 7 . 2014 CAMBRIDGE . ONTARIO
Isaiah 40:29

He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might He increases strength.



LOCAL
WORKSHOPS

basic . essential . enduring

Student (& group chaperones) Price includes conference, dorm accommodations & meals
Adult Price includes conference, cottage room (5-6 people per) & meals
Couple Price includes conference, motel room & meals

Guarantee your spot with a $50 deposit. Full payment required by March 28.

Cancellation Fee: if YOU cancel—$25 before March 28. $50 after March 28.
(if WE cancel: Full Refund) No fee will be charged to transfer a registration.

Muskoka Bible Centre
Huntsville . Ontario

for adults & students 13+

bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaasssssssssssssssssssssssssssiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc eeeeeeeeeeeeeesssssssssssssssssssssssssseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnnnnnnnnttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaalllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddduuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuurrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnngggg
CORE

preceptministries.ca/core

GRANDE PRAIRIE, Alberta
FastTrack Discipleship Training — February 6

How to Lead PUP for New Users — February 7-8

NEWMARKET, Ontario
FastTrack Discipleship Training — March 1

April 25-27 . 2014

d ( h ) i iii l d f

Early Feb 7 Late Mar 28 Full Price

Student $125 $145 $160

Adult $130 $150 $165

Couple $182 $200 $215

preceptm
inistr

ies.c
a/ots

Training availa
ble

onlin
e!
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A LIFETIME OF PRECEPT
Couple shares lifelong growth through God’s Word

Mike and Michele Amoroso have been part of  
the Precept family since they were babies . . . well, at 
least babies in the Lord.

“I became involved about a year after I became 
a believer—that was 30 years ago,” remembers 
Michele. “A friend invited me to a Precept Bible 
study that was just starting, and I’ve been with 
Precept ever since.” Michele introduced Precept to 
her husband Mike.

That began a journey of  faith in the Word and in 
their lives. From traveling to Israel, to attending 
conferences and leading Bible studies, the 
couple has made Precept an integral part of  
their own family.

“To learn what God says about fi nances, about 
marriage, about spiritual warfare, all those things 
. . . it is incredible. Every answer we need is in the 
Word.” Michele says. “We have had a lot of  struggles 
like everybody—business, family—but the Lord was 
with us and helped us as we maneuvered and trusted 
Him.”

Today, Mike and Michele support Precept to sow 
into the lives of  others, just as the teachings have 
made a difference in their lives.

Michele explains, “God has proved over and 
over that he is faithful. He blesses us exceedingly 
abundantly more than we could ask or hope. So how 
can we not be faithful?”

Mike says, “The vision that Precept has is what 
God’s called us to do—to go to all parts of  the 
world and spread the Word. It is a vision that can 
produce a lot of  fruit. There is a thirst and a hunger 
for God’s Word in other parts of  the world and it’s 
very exciting. You feel like you are really part of  the 
ministry. You can join in and be part of  it. Whether 
it is time, effort, support, or praying, you can make a 
difference.”

We would love to hear how studying God’s Word is 
transforming your life. Feel free to share your story 

with us at www.preceptministries.ca/share-my-story.
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