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About 
Plumbline
The plumb line 
is pictured in 
Scripture as the 
standard of Truth.  

“ ‘Behold I am about 
to put a plumb line 
in the midst of My 
people . . . ’ ” (Amos 
7:8b). Our goal 
with Plumbline 
is to help Precept 
supporters like 
you measure all of 
life by God’s Word.  
May it bless you!

or six weeks my church passionately studied two Scripture 
verses in preparation for our move into a much larger building. 

During final services in the old building we watched videos about 
the history of the church and how, by God’s grace, the congregation 
flourished in the early years and filled one small building, then 
closed that building and moved to a larger building and saw further 
blessings from God. After a while this growing church became 
stagnant, they lost their focus and struggled to fulfill the mission 
God called them to. Eight years ago God brought new vision and 
new passionate and humble leadership to the church to once again 
build Christ’s church.
 Today this church is no longer stagnant but ALIVE in Christ. 
God has gifted our expanding congregation with a larger facility to 
further His kingdom, as lives are transformed through unashamed 
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Beloved, 
 What a difference a year makes! Since January, thousands of new people have 
begun to be established in God’s Word through the Inductive Bible Study method. 
They are learning to dig deeply into the Word of God and apply it to their lives. 
Precept has also launched new initiatives and expanded existing efforts worldwide. 

 Praise God!

 And THANK YOU. Everything we do is made possible by the Lord’s financial 
provision through His people . . . through you.

 Jack and I are thankful that we have been able to see God grow the ministry of 
Precept from a few teenagers in a barn to an international ministry that reaches 
185 countries! So it shouldn’t surprise us that God has accomplished even more than 
we had planned through Precept this year through Answering the Call. As Paul wrote 
in Ephesians 3:20, He “is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or 
think.”

 In this edition of Plumbline, you will read about some of the accomplishments 
God has allowed us to see this year around the world. From our son David taking 
over as chief executive officer to the launch of Precept Online Community, we 
continue to see God’s hand at work through this Ministry. In 2012, we also 
celebrated the 35th graduating class of our Training Institutes in Eurasia and added 
additional training staff in India, Central America, and Ukraine!

 One of the things I am most excited about for the future is the launch of our 
new FastTrack Training for 40-Minute and New Inductive Study Series Bible studies. 
Already, hundreds of people have been trained in these fast-paced seminars. Many 
have never led any kind of Precept class, but they are finding out how easy it is to 
get started, especially with the support of the Precept Network.

 Finally, Beloved, as we wrap up this year, please know that you are in our hearts 
and prayers. In the coming days, Jack, David, and I hope you will be able to spend 
time with your family and friends giving thanks for the many blessings He has 
provided. And you can be sure we will be doing the same—thanking God for His 
unceasing care and provision for us and this ministry through you. 

  Blessed by your partnership,

Jack and Kay Arthur
Co-Founders of Precept Ministries

David Arthur
CEO of Precept Ministries

Blessings upon Blessings!

The Vision of Precept 
Ministries International
To establish people in God’s 
Word to live as exemplary 
followers of Jesus Christ, 
studying the Bible inductively, 
viewing the world biblically, 
making disciples intentionally, 
and serving the Church 
faithfully in the power  
of the Holy Spirit.

Everything 
we do is made 

possible by the 
Lord’s financial 

provision 
through His 

people . . . 
through you.
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worship, preaching of the Word without apology, 
unceasing prayer and unafraid witness. Apathy has no 
place here and on our first Sunday together in the new 
building the pastor preached “if you are not interested 
in being transformed by God, this place is not for you.” 
Wow! How amazing to sit back as a pastor myself and 
rejoice at the sight of Christians in active pursuit of God, 
studying the Word, singing praises with hands lifted high 
bringing glory to God.
 Throughout the transition from the old building 
to the new one, as our church studied those verses, God 
began to show me that there were lessons in these two 
verses that also apply to the work He is doing through 
Precept. He showed me much more than I had ever seen 
before in Ephesians 3:20-21:

“20 Now to Him who is able to do far more 
abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that works within us, 21 to 
Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
to all generations forever and ever. Amen” 

Powerful verses! But how do they apply to what is 
happening at Precept? 
 If I stand back and look at the ‘big picture’ of 
Precept Ministries in Canada for 2012 I see a few things:

 the number of training workshops over the past 
year has declined drastically. Trained leaders are essential 
to intentional disciple making. While we are thankful for 
the new leaders who have started classes this fall, most 
of these new leaders are untrained. Untrained leaders and 
students who are not properly equipped are more likely to 
become frustrated or overwhelmed and drop out of classes.

 donations are down. As our donations decrease 
we are more cautious about which opportunities we can 
accept to establish people in God’s Word.

 overall book sales have been in a steady decline 
over the past few years. There has been an increase in the 
number of people studying Precept Upon Precept but that 
has been offset by less people studying the “Lord,” NISS, 
40 Minute and D4Y studies.

 the transform student ministry has struggled 
this year. Attendance at the “Last Days” conferences was 
weak. We cancelled the one in Halifax, and will not return 
to Alberta using the current model in 2013. We will run a 
2013 National Conference from Ontario and we will also 
provide Disciple Now to churches upon request. (www.
transformcanada.com/disciplenow)
 Most troubling though, as I talk to our leaders 
at workshops and our Mission and Vision Days, I see 

discouraged people; discouraged by the apathy in the 
church and the overriding lack of concern for biblical 
literacy amongst believers. But, after attending the 
Mission and Vision Days, these same people, who are now 
witness to the vision of the Precept Network are excited to 
continue to serve beside us in establishing people in God’s 
Word.
 From a distance it looks bleak. But here in the 
proverbial “eye of the storm” there is an unwavering 
calm filled with massive expectancy as we meditate on 
Ephesians 3:20-21.

 We need to believe god for ‘way more.’ As we 
serve together to establish people in God’s Word we need 
to look and act differently. We need to believe verse 20 
as it is an incredible doxology that speaks of the glory of 
God. The context of this verse comes from the preceding 
verses (16-19) that speak of Jesus Himself dwelling in 
our hearts through faith, to know the love of Christ which 
surpasses knowledge and being filled up to all fullness 
of God. Simply put, when the conditions of vs. 16-19 
are met, God’s power working in and through believers 
is unlimited and far beyond all comprehension. How 
amazing! Spiritual power is a mark of every Christian 
who submits to God’s Word and Spirit. It’s not reserved 
for a Super Christian, but for all those who discipline 
their minds to study the Word, understand it and live by it. 
Even though our physical body weakens with age a power 
surge from the Holy Spirit energizes and revitalizes the 
obedient submissive Christian.
 Looking at the conditions of verses 16-19 we see 
that God’s Word plays a vital role in shaping our mind-set 
for believing God for way more. Easy to grasp for Bible 
Study lovers like us who study inductively, right? We’ve 
got a handle on verse 20 don’t we? We look with great 
anticipation to the future of the ministry knowing that 
God can do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask 
or think. Yet our flesh tugs on us to focus on the “from a 
distance list” which is so negative that it could consume 
us. We could look to faults or mistakes, grumble at the, 

“What could have been” or “What should be,” “What I 
would do” and have that take over our lives. 
 You and I have a few things in common and 
hopefully one of them is how Precept Inductive Bible 
Study has changed our lives. I want to challenge you (me 
included) to be filled to the fullness of God, knowing the 
love of Christ that surpasses all knowledge, and to be in 
active pursuit of the One who died for our sins. In every 
study we need to move WAY beyond the knowledge 
gained and have the Word of God pierce our hearts 
bringing mighty transformation!

Believing god for More (continued from page 1)

(continued on page 4)
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Let’s dig deeper into understanding the terminology “far 
more abundantly.” Doing a text comparison of that 
phrase sheds light on what Paul is talking about. The NIV 
describes far more abundant as “immeasurably more,” 
the NRSV “abundantly far more,” NLT “infinitely more,” 
Amplified “superabundantly,” Holman “far above and 
beyond,” and the KJV “exceeding abundantly above.” 
In the Greek language there is no single word that can 
be used to describe what Paul is talking about when 
describing what God can do in and through us. There are 
two words that describe God in this way; the first is hyper 
(pronounced hu-pear). This characterizes God as one who 
is able to do above all things, in measure exceeding all 
things, beyond all things. This first word characterizes 
God Himself.
The second Greek word has to do with believers, the word 
is hyperekperissou (pronounced hü-per-ek-pe-rēs-sü’). 
This word is made up of two words perissos meaning 
“exceeding some number or measure over and above, more 
than necessary.” The word speaks of the ability of God 
to do something, that ability having more than enough 
potential power, this power exhaustless, and then some on 
top of that. Paul is saying that God is able to do super-
abundantly above and beyond what we ask or think, and 
then some on top of that.
The word “ask” is the key here aiteō. How often do we 
put a limit when we ask, thinking God will not do some 
particular thing for us? He is able to do far more than we 
can ask, indeed more than we could ever imagine. And He 
does it according to the power that works within us.
This is by no means a prosperity message where we can 
ask for a Ferrari and God will give us 5 Ferrari’s. As we 
are filled up to all the fullness of God our desires change 
from the things of this world to the desires of His will. 
We pray “Thy will be done, Thy kingdom come,” “Lord I 
must decrease, You must increase.”
The power that is working within us is the operation of 
the Holy Spirit in His work of sanctification. God is able 
to do for us and answer our prayers according to the 
efficiency, richness and power of the working of the Spirit 
in our lives. All of this is determined by the submission 
of believers to the Holy Spirit. Think about it. . .the more 
submissive we are to the working of the Holy Spirit the 
further we open ourselves to determine what God is able 
to do for us. There is no limit to what God can do through 
us, but in contrast, when we limit our submission we limit 
the working of God in our lives.
 Verse 21 continues the doxology and shows us 
the key factor in submission “to Him be the glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and 
ever. Amen”. What Paul is saying here is this; we must 

give HIM the glory. This is not about us, what we can 
accomplish. There is no greater purpose in life than the 
glory of God. God’s glory is the manifestation of His 
presence in His people. My pastor described God’s glory 
in this way “As wet is to water so is glory to God.” Paul 
summarizes our purpose as believers in this way “But we 
all with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory 
of the Lord, are being transformed in the same image 
from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.” (1 
Corinthians 3:18)

at Precept we are “Believing god for more.” We 
are laying everything down before the Lord as we move 
forward. We are thankful for the past. God has done much 
through Precept in Canada over the years but we are 
expectant for the future. Looking at the “from a distance 
list” we could ask “Is God advancing His Kingdom 
through Precept?” I would respond with this, “It is not a 
matter of if He is advancing, but it is a matter of when.”
2012 has been a year of transition or evaluation. We have 
realigned ourselves to the Mission and Vision that God 
gave Jack and Kay Arthur more than 40 years ago. We are 
more committed than ever to Establishing People in God’s 
Word. We have a clear picture in our minds of what God 
can do in and through us as a ministry but we are also 
submissive to the knowledge that what we see is a small 
glimpse of what God will do in 2013 and beyond. The 
future is brighter than ever as we lay it all before the Lord 
and believe in Him to do far more than we could ever ask 
or think.
My prayer is that as you read each of the articles in this 
Plumbline you will see that we are of one mind—whether 
front line Bible study leader, staff or ministry directors. 
Our greatest desire and our purpose is to bring God glory 
in all we do, our focus is Him, “To Him be the glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and 
ever. Amen.” 

Watch and pray for god to do abundantly more in 
the following areas in 2013:

Precept network: support, training and mobilization

Precept online community: a place for leaders to 
connect and encourage one another

new Workshop trainers: strategically situated to 
trained leaders and students across the country

Fast track training: A 4-hour workshop using any 40 
Minute and any New Inductive Study. The host church 
chooses the studies.

Believing god for More (continued from page 3)
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hank you for your prayers and encouragement. The 
surgery went well but the doctors recommended sixteen 

weeks of preventative chemo. Through the test, diagnosis, 
surgery and treatments, I asked my Heavenly Father three 
questions: What is Your purpose in this trial? What do You 
want me to learn? How can I glorify You in this?
 James tells us that we are to “Consider it all joy, my 
brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing 
that the testing of your faith produces endurance. And let 
endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect 
and complete, lacking in nothing.” (1:2-4) God allows the 
testing of our faith which produces endurance. When we let 
endurance have its perfect result, much more than we could 
ask or imagine happens—we “lack nothing.”
 Through this trial God has shown me that what I 
was lacking was patience. So, God is teaching me to be 
patient. Patience is a fruit of the Spirit, the quality of bearing 
difficulties with a tranquil mind (Romans 5:3-4), and patience 
leads to hope (Romans 15:4). Patience has a companion, 
humility. I am learning that I must also be humble just as 
our Saviour was humble (Philippians 2:8). Humility is the 
conviction that I am unworthy of the mercy and grace of 
God and not capable of anything apart from Him and His 
blessings!
 As I learn patience and humility there are three 
tremendous benefits that God is blessing me with.
thankfulness: God causes ALL things to work together 
for good to those who love Him (Romans 8:28). Therefore I 
am learning to practice thankfulness in all things (Ephesians 
5:20) even in this trial. My Father has blessed me far and 
beyond what I could ever hope for. Through the presence 
and power of the Holy Spirit He provides remarkable 
courage. Thankfulness has helped change my attitude about 
my circumstances, myself and God. The benefits of being 
thankful include refocusing my attention from the trial to 
God, a release of worry (Philippians 4:6-8) and a refreshing 
of my relationship with Him. I hope that as you read this 
you will understand the peace and energy that I have seen 
through a grateful relationship with God—a relationship that 
is enlarging my vision of Him, exalts His name and magnifies 
His presence.
increased Faith: Faith is all about trust, trusting God’s 
purposes. Starting to understand God’s purposes strengthens 
and enables us to be more committed to His plan rather than 
our own. After all, I want to be part of His plan and on His 
agenda, not my own. This faith unites us, as do your prayers 
and cards of encouragement. 
a Joyful heart: The joy of the Lord is not based on 
circumstances but based on who we are in Christ. I can rejoice 
no matter what. Paul describes this in Ephesians 3:19 as being 
filled up to the fullness of Christ. When in the midst of trials 
there is no greater time to comprehend the complete surrender 
of our lives to Christ. God has a plan and purpose in each 

of our trials and many 
times we try to solve the 
problems on our own or 
run from the Lord but as James writes, “Consider it all joy…” 
 My heart is filled with joy as I think of how you have 
prayed, supported and worked with us to establish people in 
God’s Word across Canada over these 20-30 years, we have 
been truly blessed. Much has been accomplished for the 
Kingdom and as we look at the new initiatives for 2013 and 
beyond, God is making disciples.
 Jane and I know that our season as National Directors 
will come to an end. We and many of our ministry partners 
prayerfully sought the Lord to find a passionate leader who 
God would use to guide Precept forward and God sent us 
Mark Sheldrake. Over the past few years we have been 
working diligently to mentor and train Mark in everything 
‘Precept.’
 Mark joined the ministry after pastoring in the local 
church for many years. He joined our staff with no prior 
knowledge of Precept Ministries. Over the years we have 
trained him in the Inductive Study Method, as a workshop 
trainer and a small group leader. As the Director of Operations 
he has taken on many of the day-to-day responsibilities of the 
ministry and will be spearheading the new initiatives in 2013.
 When I look to the future of Precept, my heart is filled 
with joy. In 2013 we will launch the Precept Network; which 
really is the future of Precept Ministries. The Precept Network 
is designed to support every Bible study leader irrespective of 
geographical inconveniences. We will have leaders all across 
the country committed to supporting leaders wherever they 
are. We have desired something like this for years, but the 
potential of the Precept Network is far beyond what we could 
have imagined.
 I am also overjoyed that the Precept Online Community 
(POC)will be launching in late November. Now in the testing 
phase, Bible Study Leaders globally are able to come together 
on a networking site to share ideas, resources and so much 
more. Within the POC our Canadian Bible Study Leaders’ 
group is designed to connect leaders across this country for 
support. With the click of a mouse a leader can correspond 
with trainers, staff and leaders, update classes to let others 
know what they are studying and how their class is going.
 We are praying that God will raise up 20 new trainers to 
offer local training workshops. This would erase the need for 
minimum numbers at workshops. With more trainers, more 
people will be established in God’s Word.
 Jane and I are believing God for more in 2013 and 
beyond, as we submit ourselves to His plan for us and the 
ministry. We are filled with joy that God will do far more 
abundantly beyond all we ask or think. Thank you for your 
partnership in this work. God bless you, Merry Christmas & 
Happy New Year. 

T
by
Dr. Tom
Hart

Believing god. . .for More in Trials
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ancy Hupalo and I are 
members of Calvary 

Fellowship in Nanaimo on 
Vancouver Island. We have been 
attending there for about five years 
and in that time have seen the 
church, that meets in a rented gym, 
grow from 13 people to about 60 
people. I was without a church 
home in 2006 when I became 
friends with Marie Mullen through 
attending her Precept Upon Precept 
(PUP) class. The Lord drew a 
few of us together to pray and listen on the internet 
to a Calvary Chapel pastor, Steve Hadley, who did 
expository preaching. This eventually lead us to find the 
tiny Calvary Chapel work of Graeme Shaw in Nanaimo.
 Marie taught PUP courses for 17 years until a 
recent illness took her away from it. Nancy and I 
decided to fill the void and keep Marie’s group together 
with us teaching as a team. This works well as Nancy 
has health concerns too and I have a busy family. 
 This is our second year teaching and we have had 
some challenges along the way. We were encouraged to 
change locations and felt perplexed at that as the venue 
where we taught was perfect. We had a steady average of 
16 plus people who came regularly and loved PUP under 
Marie. We were concerned about where to go and asked 
the Lord that it be free to keep costs down and we were 
concerned that changing locations would mess up an 
established work. We had to remind ourselves that this 
was the Lord’s work not ours and He would supply any 
needs as we prayed. This all took place in Spring 2012.
 Nancy and I discussed doing a Precept Workshop 
in early September so we could minister to Nanaimo and 
let them know about the Precept Inductive Method of 
Observation, Interpretation and Application. People here 
need to be rooted and grounded in biblical Scripture in 
context so they could hold firm against the onslaught 
of false doctrine circling around our dark Island (which 
holds the claim of being a witchcraft center in Canada). 
 Again we encountered battles: Nancy with her 
vasculitus and foot ulcers, my husband’s business was 
hit and Tom Hart who was going to teach the workshop 
came down with lung cancer—can you believe it?! 
Satan really hates Precept!!
 Both Nancy and I were fighting fatigue and were 
rescued by our Pastor’s wife Linda Shaw who took 
over the task of organizing the Precept workshop for 
September. Despite a heroic effort at advertising we 

were worried about getting the numbers, 
but we managed to do it. We had 40 plus 
enrolled, mostly from our small congregation, 
some came from Campbell River, Black 
Creek and Parksville.
     Even though Nancy, Sandi Lyon and I 
taught Precept Bible Studies (“Lord” series 
and 40 Minute studies) to the women’s 
group in our church, many others were kind 
of still baffled about the Precept method of 
inductive Bible study so Mark Sheldrake 
taught “How to Study New Testament 
Letters”and Jane Hart taught “Structuring” to 

a few PUP students.
 After the workshop on Sunday I had two happy 
ladies thank us profusely as the workshop was an answer 
to prayer for them on showing them how to study the 
Bible—it took the mystery out of “Precept!” 
 There is a renewed unity in our small congregation 
because workshops have united us in our love of the 
Scriptures. Our Pastor supports this method of study and 
because the men now understand what Precept is about 
they are beginning to embrace it. We see a willingness in 
the young adults to use the 40 Minute studies (because 
they like the method), our women are using the method 
and the Sunday School children study inductively too. 
It has blessed us and goes so well with our church’s 
commitment to expositional preaching/teaching, and our 
desire to be one in Christ. We are thankful to the Lord.
 Now it is Fall and I am glad to report that our new 
class location is free, it’s perfect (with big white board), 
central, and even more people enrolled to study 1 Peter. 
We have about 23 people and are looking forward to 
teaching 2 Peter in 2013.
 God has blessed us over and above what we could 
have imagined. He was pleased to stretch us and as 1 
Peter says the trials of our faith proved it genuine. Jesus 
is sufficient to meet all that we could have asked or 
imagined and we are sure that His power within us will 
continue to work to bring Him glory in our church, in 
our teaching of Bible Study, and in our lives. He is being 
glorified in Nanaimo through Precept. From the class 
that Marie taught for all those years praying for someone 
to take up the Precept mantle, God has been faithful to 
have produced Precept Leaders including Sandi Lyon, 
Linda Stalker, Nancy Hupalo, and me in Nanaimo, and 
also Lynn Yip in Parksville, and Mary Karlson in Hope. 
Jesus Christ has done far more abundantly than we have 
asked for and we know that He will continue His work 
until His return. Amen. 

by Wendy 
Jessen

Nancy Hupalo, Wendy Jessen,
Marie Mullen

N

Believing god. . . for more in nanaimo, BC
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by Jane 
Hart

ould you agree that one’s last words reveal 
what is most important to a person? If you 

knew without a shadow of doubt that you were going 
to die on a certain date, how would you spend your 
final days? Hours? Cleaning house? Catching up 
on  movies, weeding the garden? Of course not! If 
you knew your departure was near–what would you 
communicate to those who are most important to you? 
Would you communicate God’s Word?
 This was Peter’s passion. His last words in 2 
Peter were, “You therefore, beloved knowing this 
beforehand be on guard so that you are not carried 
away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from 
your own steadfastness, but grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To 
Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. 
Amen.” Peter’s warning is be on guard, know the 
Word of God for yourself so as to not be carried away 
by unprincipled men or the false teachings around us. 
Paul urges Timothy to “guard the treasure” which has 
been entrusted to him. Instructions that apply as much 
to us today as they did the day they were penned.
 I do not know how many days, months or years 
the Lord may grant to me, but my absolute conviction, 
burden and passion is to establish people in the Word. 
I am convinced that God’s Word has inherent power 
and that it is true. Psalm 119:160 says “The sum of 
Your word is truth, and every one of Your righteous 
ordinances is everlasting.” John 17:17 says, “Sanctify 
them in truth; Your word is truth.” Paul writes 
to Timothy “All Scripture is inspired by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for 
training in righteousness; so that the man of God may 
be adequate, equipped for every good work.”
 When I look at the spiritual condition of Canada 
the only solution is a return to God, His Word being 
taught without apology and believers being equipped 
for every good work. Isaiah 55:11 says “So will My 
word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not 
return to Me empty, without accomplishing what I 
desire, and without succeeding in the matter for which 
I sent it.”

 Over the past 30 years I have taken these truths 
to heart and have devoted my life to guarding the 
treasure and establishing people in God’s Word. I am 
thankful that there are so many Bible Study leaders 
across the country who with like passion teach and 
disciple through weekly Bible study classes.
 As we pray, submit and prepare for God to do 
so much more in Canada this coming year we fully 
know that we cannot do this without an increased 
commitment from you.
 In 2013 the ministry is asking God to raise up 20 
new trainers to join our training team. In faith we have 
set aside two weeks, one in January and the other in 
February during which we will hold training sessions 
for the new trainers.
 As you read this maybe God is already speaking 
to you about this great need and opportunity. There 
is an enclosure in this mailing with all the details. 
Would you read it over and then prayerfully 
consider joining our training team?
 I am very encouraged by what has been 
accomplished in the past and expect great things from 
God in the future through our new initiatives. Thank 
you for your prayers and financial support.
 The coming year will stretch all of us beyond 
what has ever been accomplished before. Would you 
bring these matters before the Lord and ask Him how 
He wants you to become a part of what God is doing, 
either as a trainer or through your ministry of giving 
and praying? 

W

Do You Prefer 
Email?

Update your profile to receive our newsletters 
exclusively by email at

www.preceptministries.ca/profile

Believing god
. . . for more Trainers



FastTrack Training opens 
door for More leaders

A Powerful 
40-Minute  
Bible Study

BOOK  SPOTLIGHT

Life is filled with all sorts of 
fears that can assault your 
mind, trouble your soul, and 
bring untold stress.  But you 
don’t have to remain captive 
to your fears.

In this six-week study, you will 
learn how to confront your 
circumstances with strength and 
courage as you live in the fear of 
the Lord—the fear that conquers 
every other fear and sets you free 
to live in faith.

Please request your copy on the 
enclosed response card when 
you send in your gift to Precept 
Ministries International today.  
Thank you for your support!

www.preceptministries.ca/fear

Secure, on-line giving is 
available for your convenience:
www.preceptministries.ca/donate

recept Ministries International 
has added another “arrow in the 

quiver” to the Bible Study Leader 
training opportunities available. 
FastTrack Training Workshops are 
designed to identify and equip existing 
and future Bible Study Leaders using 
the New Inductive Study Series (NISS) 
and 40-Minute Studies.

 “In the past we have primarily 
focused on providing leader training 
for Precept Upon Precept Bible Study 
Leaders,” explains Precept CEO David 
Arthur. “This is a great new opportunity 

for many who have wanted to lead a 
Precept study but have no previous 
teaching or Inductive Bible Study 
experience.”

 This expanded training opportunity 
is vital to the success of Answering the 
Call and reaching 10 million people 
with the Inductive Bible Study method.

 Thank you for your partnership 
to develop and launch this training. 
Please join us in praying that many 
people will be established in God’s 
Word as a result. 

Our Gift of Thanks to 
 You for Your Support

P

Bring Precept to your church today!  Together, we will train new and existing 
leaders to lead Inductive Bible Study classes in one quick and affordable session!  
Leaders can then disciple the body so that the entire church is discovering truth for 
themselves and continually going deeper into God’s Word!  

Please go to www.preceptministries.ca/fasttrack for more information.

Sponsor a FastTrack 
Workshop in Your Area

David Arthur conducts a FastTrack Training in California.
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What does Jesus Require of His 
disciples? 

W

How to Study New Testament Letters
 >> November 24, 2012, Lindsay, Ontario
Mission & Vision Days
 >> December 7-8, 2012, Brantford, Ontario
Leader Meeting with Kay & David
 >> January 24, 2013, Edmonton, Alberta
Breakforth with Kay & David
 >> January 25-27, 2013, Edmonton, Alberta
2013 Israel Tour
 >> March 12-27, 2013
How to Lead for those new to Precept
 >> February 1-2, 2013, Three Hills, Alberta

Don’t Miss These . . .
Upcoming events!

hat does Jesus 
require of His 

disciples? Is it an enormous 
list of dos and don’ts? Or is 
it a simpler, shorter list?
 Luke 14:25–33 tells 
us the answer. Three things, 
Jesus states, must be true if 
you are to be His disciple. 
Note: He does not say these 
are things we should just 
strive for—as long-term 
goals. No, Jesus says with 
each requirement that 

without them no one can be His disciple. In verses 26 and 27 
we read the first two: 1) No competing relationships to the one 
we have with God. All relationships must pale in comparison. 
2) A willingness to suffer for following Jesus—taking up our 
own cross. But what is the third requirement?
 The third requirement is introduced with two illustrations. 
The first one is of a tower building project. The point is, count 
the cost before you start. The second illustration is also about 
counting the cost when going to battle against a larger army. 
The actual requirement shows up in verse 33: “So then, none 
of you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own 
possessions.” The point Jesus is making with this third and 
final requirement is to know the cost of being a disciple—it 
will cost you everything!

 For the past two years, the leadership at Precept has been 
praying, planning, and now performing what God has laid on 
our hearts. With great effort and consistent, dependent prayer, 
we have laid out plans for the future. We have counted the 
costs. And we are all in!
 The future of Precept is being built on a foundation that 
our Father through my parents started 42 years ago—focusing 
on the local Bible Study Leader and his or her students. We 
seek to establish them in God’s Word. In the U.S. we have 
labored vigorously these past two years to build out a network 
of volunteers, and an Internet-based infrastructure to help 
them communicate and equip one another. Internationally, we 
have seen God supply all our needs and have nearly doubled 
our funding because of involvement in the Answering the Call 
program. Now as you, in Canada, have the same opportunity 
to build the Canadian Network, our prayer is that you will 
have a similar experience of seeing God provide abundantly 
more than you could ask or think.
 As I accepted the mantle of leadership this past February 
from my parents, I have daily clung to the True Vine—abiding 
in His Word—knowing that only in Him will this ministry 
bear fruit (John 15:5). Please join me in asking God to help us 
build up the “tower” that He has laid on our hearts—for we 
seek to truly give up all our own possessions and agendas that 
we might seek His good, perfect, and pleasing will for Precept 
Ministries International. 

How to Study New Testament Letters
 >> February 2, 2013, Three Hills, Alberta
How to Lead for those new to Precept
 >> February 8-9, 2013, Edmonton, Alberta
How to Study New Testament Letters
 >> February 9, 2013, Edmonton Alberta
How to Lead for those new to Precept
 >> February 15-16, 2013, Calgary, Alberta
How to Study New Testament Letters
 >> February 16, 2013, Calgary, Alberta

REGISTER or More info: 1.877.234.2030
www.preceptministries.ca/events

Sponsor a FastTrack 
Workshop in Your Area

by David 
Arthur
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y husband likes trains. If we’re out, and spot a train, 
he’s sure to comment on it – with great enthusiasm! 

Sometimes the train is sitting on a siding, the cars are all 
linked together, and ready to travel in one direction as a 
unit. But nothing is happening. The train just sits there. 
Sometimes the trains shuffle back and forth in the yard, 
from one track to another, but there is no forward motion. 
We enjoy watching them move, but again, nothing really 
happens. What catches our imagination is when we see 
one flying down the tracks. When the train rides the rails 
properly, it fulfills its purpose. Its goal is accomplished, the 
destination reached, and the goods are delivered. 
 Many of us are shuffling back and forth like a train on a 
siding. We’re not making any forward progress. Our heart’s 
desire is to see our students flourish in their walk with 
the Lord, and we do our best week-by-week to encourage 
growth through inductive study. We have a destination, but 
we’re not always sure how to get there, or even what help 
there might be along the way. We can feel isolated in our 
task, and remain unsure about what our purpose really is.
 Precept’s mission—To Establish people in God’s 
Word—is clear. But it was not always easy for me to see 
how I fit in to that mission. Attending the Precept Mission 
and Vision Days opened my eyes to the great work that God 
can do in Canada through every Precept group. 
 Since my husband has taken up his train hobby, 
I’ve learned a new vocabulary: rolling stock, couplers, 
roundhouses, GP9s, or motive power. Defining terms means 
that we understand one another—not only in the world of 
trains but in ministry too. I have been given the ‘vocabulary’ 
that defines my task, and sense a unity that links me together 
with other leaders. We share one goal and one task. The 
Vision and Mission of Precept is our mission; it belongs not 
only to the “staff” of the ministry, but it belongs to everyone 
involved with Precept—staff, students, and leaders. God 
can work right across Canada to do far beyond what I can 
imagine in my corner of the country. With renewed focus 
and with ongoing encouragement from the ministry team, 
we are now free to ‘ride the rails.’
 I have sharpened my focus and am leading with the 
Vision & Mission statement of the ministry in mind. I know 
that ‘down the track, at the end of the ride,’ there should 
be exemplary followers of Christ that are actively serving 
God in whatever area He has gifted them. When I sit down 
to study, or to lead our group, my focus is now to work 
with the Holy Spirit, to encourage those in our class to 
study inductively, view the world biblically, disciple others 
intentionally and serve the church faithfully. 

When we met for the Mission and Vision Days, we were 
encouraged to wrestle with the Mission and Vision, and to 
imagine how it could look in our own area of service. As we 
shared ideas, and began to think ‘outside the box,’ it became 
exciting to envision where God can take us. 
 My new focus as a Bible study leader is to encourage 
every member to seek God’s will to determine how she can 
become involved in equipping others. I have reminded them 
that every one of us has a gift, and God can take that gift to 
build His kingdom in ways that are far beyond what we can 
imagine. Understanding that God can do super abundantly 
above all that we can ask or think, means that we can 
respond to His working in us by using our gift in the specific 
area that is our passion. 
 I am praying and asking God to lead us beyond 
tradition, “outside the box.” God’s inherent power, based 
on His character, and the promise of His “sure and certain 
word” (1 Cor. 1:20) absolutely guarantees that He will do 
exceedingly, super-abundantly beyond all that I can even 
begin to imagine. In Ephesians 3:16, Paul prays, “that out 
of his glorious riches He may strengthen you with power 
through his Spirit in your inner being.”
 As a Bible study leader I am asking God to move 
individuals in our group in Simcoe to become disciple 
makers. . . each in her own sphere. Our group comes from 
different geographic locations, covering approximately 
430 sq. km., and encompassing several communities. I am 
anticipating several to begin to disciple others, each in her 
own community. What once would have, at best, seemed a 
remote possibility, I now picture as a future reality. Our God 
is over all and through all and in all. And He directs each 
one according to His gifting (Eph. 4:6-7). 
We serve an awesome God, and we can be confident 
that, since our Vision is in keeping with His will, He will 
empower His people to move forward. As we do so, God 
has promised to do far more than we can imagine. I am 
convinced that God can use Precept Ministries to reach and 
equip many more disciples right across Canada. 

M
by Lisa 
Sero

Lisa Sero’s Precept Class
Simcoe, Ontario

Believing god. . . for More for My Class
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s parents we have been given the responsibility of 
raising our children up in the Lord; teaching His statutes, 

ordinances and commandments; raising godly children who grow 
into godly adults who strive to live for the Lord.

“You shall therefore impress these words of mine on 
your heart and on your soul; and you shall bind 
them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as 
frontals on your forehead. You shall teach them 
to your sons, talking of them when you sit in your 
house and when you walk along the road and when 
you lie down and when you rise up.” Deut. 11:18-19

 As a single parent this is a monumental calling. How do I 
guide my girls? How do I teach them to love God? Love others? 
Know the Word and live it out? If I look at this as MY job; 
that I have to do it alone, that it is solely up to me; I will not be 
successful. However, when I rely on God’s 
guidance and trust Him to do what only 
He can do in their lives I can rest in the 
confidence that He will do far more than I 
could ever do.
 This is not about me, not about what 
I can do for my girls, how I can make them 
the best that they can be, but about stepping 
back and letting God do what He will 
do. It’s about less of what I desire for my 
children and more of what He has set out 
for them. It’s about handing over the reins, 
letting go of MY earthly goals for them. As 
I let go of the reins and watch God work, 
I find my faith increasing. Seeing the Lord using them for His 
glory—even at this tender age—is teaching me even more about 
trusting the Lord and His good and perfect plan.
 It is not easy letting go and watching God work. I struggle 
with this some days. MY dreams for my girls can get in the way 
if I let them. In these instances I rely on Scripture. I go back 
to the promises in God’s Word. I love the promise laid out in 
Ephesians 3:20-21:

“Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond 
all that we ask or think, according to the power that works 
within us, to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen”

 HE is able to do far more abundantly than we could ever 
ask or think. In my submission to His Will, God will do far more 
abundantly in my life and theirs but the key is less of me, more of 
Him. I know that He has my girls in His hands and He will do in 
them far more than I can ever plan for, prepare for, dream about…
 So does this mean that I just sit back and wait for the Lord 
to move? Of course not! As parents we are called to have an 
active role in equipping them as they grow.
 As I submit to God’s Will, He shows me how to teach my 
girls about Christ-like living:

• Modeling godly character when dealing with others 

• Praying before beginning an outing: asking the Lord for 
safety as we travel

• Sharing prayer requests and praise reports: showing 
God is real and answers our prayers

• Giving thanks for the big things and for the small things 
• Attending a solid Bible based and Bible teaching 

church where the Word is taught without apology
• And of course, studying God’s Word together: showing 

that God’s Word is alive and applicable for us today.
 I love seeing my daughters’ hunger for the Word that I can 
study with them using Precept Ministries’ D4Y Bible Studies. 
Verse-by-verse, chapter-by-chapter, together we look at the truth 
of God’s Word . . . nothing fluffy, just the Word. Before we begin 
we pray, asking God to reveal His truth to us, to show us how 
we can apply what we are learning to our lives today. As I listen 

to Kaleigh read and watch her eyes light up 
when she discovers something new about 
God and His goodness, and as I watch Kauna 
listening intently, I know that this is how I 
am to fulfill my calling to teach my children 
and raise them up in the Lord. I am reassured, 
that the Lord is moving in their young lives 
in ways that I will never comprehend, that 
He will do far more abundantly in their 
lives than I can ever dream.
 I have been blessed to see 
my girls growing and changing as they see 
God more clearly, as they begin to have a 
personal relationship with the Lord, as they 
grow in the knowledge and understanding of 

who God is and how deeply He loves us. 
 Have you submitted completely to God and His will for 
you and for your children? Are you nurturing their ability in a 
hobby or a passion more than nurturing their relationship with the 
Lord? Are sports and friends more of a priority to your children 
than spending time in the Word of God? There is no better time 
than right now to begin to shift their focus – and yours – from a 
worldly-view to a Kingdom-view. Deuteronomy 11 commands 
us to impress these words of mine on your heart and on your 
soul and to teach them to your sons. We do this by establishing 
ourselves and our children in God’s Word. Did you know that 
Precept Ministries has a Family Discipleship Plan? This plan is 
designed for your family to study God’s Word together. Moms, 
dads, children and teens able to inductively study the same 
book of the Bible or topic together. (For more information on 
the Family Discipleship Plan, please visit our website at www.
preceptministries.ca/family)
Ask God for opportunities throughout your day to talk to your 
children about the Lord. Pray with them and over them. Begin 
studying the Word with them, and most importantly—let go 
of the reins—submit to God and His plan for you and for your 
children. Look to the Lord, trust Him with their lives, their goals 
and dreams. Believe that He will do far more abundantly in your 
life and in theirs. 

A

Kaleigh, Katie, Kauna

by Katie 
Wenze

Believing god. . .for More for My Family



12   Plumbline  |  www.preceptministries.ca

ur 2013 theme and focus in the ministry is “Believing 
God for more.” When looking at Ephesians 3:20-21 we 

see in Paul’s doxology he states that “God can do far more 
abundantly beyond all that we could ever ask or think”. The 
key to this is of course our submission to the working of the 
Holy Spirit in our lives.
 One of the areas many struggle with is finances. It was 
a struggle for me to give the finances of my home over to 
the Lord. I, like many today, lived from pay cheque to pay 
cheque. Household debt is rising each year and more and 
more families rely on credit cards to make it from week to 
week. The idea of letting God rule over the finances and 
tithing has become anti-cultural. The world teaches us to 
store up all we can here on earth, buy the newest gadgets, 
build bigger homes and drive nicer cars. The bigger my 
empire the happier I must be. 
 God has taught me that this mind-set is not biblical and 
as we see in 2 Kings 4:1-7 God can do far more abundantly 
when we are prepared to surrender everything to Him. 
Remember this story of the wife of a prophet who cries out 
to Elisha now that her husband has died. We learn that this 
prophet served and feared the Lord but owed some money. 
After his death the prophet’s two children were going to be 
taken as slaves to pay off the debt. Elisha asks the woman 
what he can do for her and asks what she has in the house. 
All this woman has is a jar of oil. Picture it—a desperate 
widow, no husband, no income, soon to lose her sons to the 
creditor, with no way to repay the debt—desperate times. 
Out of this desperation I want you to see principles on 
provision that are made clear in Scripture.

Principle 1—Bad things happen to good people
 The woman is husbandless, childless, poor. Her 
husband was a good and faithful servant of God. However, 
soon we see that God has a greater plan in this desperation. 
God has allowed this to happen to bring glory to Himself. 
One of the key life principles in this is that God often waits 
for our most desperate times to do His greatest works. God 
lets us get low in our lives so that He can be raised up. 

Principle 2—god can do everything with nothing
 What can God do with a small “jar of oil”? Elisha tells 
the widow to borrow as many vessels as she can and then 
come back to the house and close the door behind her and 
begin pouring the oil into the borrowed vessels. How many 
of us would hold onto that oil saying “NO WAY, I’m not 
pouring it anywhere. What if I spill it and then I won’t have 
as much as I did before?”
 Remember Ephesians 3:20-21 “God can do far more 
abundantly beyond all that we could ever ask or imagine.” 

It is implied that we must submit to the Lord allowing Him 
to work in our lives. The widow submits and in obedience 
does as Elisha asks, the results are nothing short of the 
fulfillment of “Believing God for More.”
 She pours the oil into one vessel then she calls for her 
son to bring another vessel and the process continues until 
all the vessels are filled and as the last vessel is filled the 
oil stops. Elisha responds to the woman who comes out of 
the room, “Go, sell your oil and pay your debt, and you and 
your sons can live on the rest.”
 Far too often we set the bar way too low, we set a limit 
on God. The secret to God’s provision in your life and in 
this ministry is this “we are nothing—He is everything.”

Principle 3—god will fill as long as i am empty
 As the widow poured from the jar of oil her sons 
removed the full vessels adding an empty one until all the 
vessels were gone.
 In order for us to believe God for more provision we 
must be empty vessels before the Lord. God’s provision 
in this text is in proportion to the faith of the woman. The 
same truth holds true for us. When we hold on to what we 
have we limit what the Lord can do in and through us. The 
greatest deception from the enemy is that we need to hold 
onto what God has given us. The devil wants us to indulge 
in the things of this world. The devil doesn’t want people 
Established in God’s Word. I heard this statement the other 
day, “The devil loves when the Word of God is preached 
and not acted upon.” Imagine that, the devil delights 
when the Word is taught as long as it doesn’t bring about 
transformation.
 We, as a ministry, are “believing God for more 
provision” in 2013. Establishing people in God’s Word 
takes resources, resources that we do not currently have but 
we are prepared to pour out our last “jar of oil” believing 
that God provides in abundance. When it comes to His 
provision He is not stingy and He wants to bless this 
ministry according to His will.
 Will you ask God to show you how He wants you to 
partner with us in this mighty task? There is no greater need 
and no better time than now to Establish people in God’s 
Word. Churches are closing their doors, people are leaving 
their pews in a mass exodus, the Gospel is watered down 
and false teaching is taking over. 

 The time is now, like the desperate widow we are 
crying out, believing God for more provision. Will you 
join us? 

O

by Mark 
Sheldrake

Believing god. . . for More Provision


