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About 
Plumbline
The plumb line 
is pictured in 
Scripture as the 
standard of Truth.  

“ ‘Behold I am about 
to put a plumb line 
in the midst of My 
people . . . ’ ” (Amos 
7:8b). Our goal 
with Plumbline 
is to help Precept 
supporters like you 
measure all of life 
by God’s Word. May 
it bless you! n May 2012 I ran my first marathon, a whopping 42.2 km 

run through the streets and along the Lake Ontario shore in 
Mississauga. I learned a lot about myself in those 4.5 hours. I 
learned that in order to finish a marathon in a good time it takes 
laser-like focus.

During my marathon my mind wandered…a lot. So many things 
run through your mind, 
 There is no way you are going to finish this. 
  You’re going to die. 
   Just quit and give up.

While these things and much more ran through my brain I counted 
down the kilometer signs (which by the way is a bad idea). Then, 
after I finished the race to the cheers of my wife Jessica, I began 
asking myself,

 “Where did I go wrong in not meeting my desired time?” 
“What could I have done to be better prepared mentally?” 
 “What can I do next time to ensure I have laser-like focus?”

I
Laser-like Focus

Mark Sheldrake crosses the finish line.

Mark 
Sheldrake 
shares what 
the future 
looks like 
at Precept 
Ministries.



Beloved, 
 It’s been 42 years since Jack and I prayed for God to use us in a mighty 
way to share His Word inductively with anyone who wanted to learn. We can 
safely say today that it’s been a miracle of God to watch Precept Ministries 
International grow from a Bible study of 15 high school students to a 
worldwide ministry.

 Now there are Precept training centers in places like Romania, South 
Africa, Korea, and Canada, and people are being equipped to study God’s 
Word for themselves in 165 countries and more than 75 languages. For all 
these years along the way, God has supplied us with gracious partners—people 
like you who pray and give to see God’s Word spread throughout our world.

 In the early days, we trained only a few people at a time. It was the only 
way. We worked like crazy to share the Inductive Bible Study method with 
anyone who would listen, and as He often does, God moved and Precept began 
to grow.

 Today, countless people have been equipped through our training across 
the country and around the world. In Eurasia alone, as many as 25,000 people 
are being trained every month. Through the Internet, millions of people 
now have access to Inductive Bible Study tools, and very soon, we will be 
launching online training, a complete online community, and a host of other 
tools that will allow people to receive the training they want on their own 
schedule.

 Beloved, Jack and I are so thankful for your prayers and kind notes of 
encouragement over the past few months. David continues to grow every day 
as CEO, and Jack is doing well. It is a blessing that I am able to spend more 
time with him. We know God will continue to guide the ministry of Precept 
in the years ahead and that our mission will always remain true—to establish 
people in God’s Word.

  Your Co-Labourer in Ministry,

P.S.  With David at the helm, I am confident that God will continue to grow 
the ministry and outreach of Precept Ministries International, and I pray 
that you will continue to support our efforts in the future as you have 
so faithfully supported us in the past. Even though there is a new name 
and a new face guiding the Ministry, our mission remains the same—to 
establish people in God’s Word. 

Jack and Kay Arthur
Co-Founders of Precept Ministries

David Arthur
CEO of Precept Ministries

And Precept Began  
to Grow . . .

The Vision of Precept 
Ministries International
To establish people in God’s 
Word to live as exemplary 
followers of Jesus Christ, 
studying the Bible inductively, 
viewing the world biblically, 
making disciples intentionally, 
and serving the Church 
faithfully in the power  
of the Holy Spirit.
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Now as I train for my next marathon in October I see 
the similarities between running and ministry.

Without laser-like focus we can falter in the middle of 
what God has called us to do. Nehemiah is a perfect 
example of someone who did not get sidetracked.

In Nehemiah chapter 1, Nehemiah is brought word that 
his hometown, Jerusalem, lays in a state of reproach, 
the temple is rebuilt but no fortified walls surround 
it and the city is open to enemy attack. He begins to 
develop a plan to go to the city and rebuild the walls at 
any cost.

A character study on Nehemiah brings to light many 
leadership characteristics we need to apply as we serve 
in Canada. If you have not studied Nehemiah please 
grab your Bible and do an inductive overview of the 
first few chapters. I want to tell you all about this 
wonderful man but I do not want to rob you the joy of 
discovering these truths for yourself.

Over the past six months we have returned to the 
Precept Ministries International Mission and Vision 
with laser-like focus. As we prepare for the launch of 
the Precept Network in Canada is it vital for us to stay 
on task, recognizing the true reason why this ministry 
exists. We want to ensure that all of our Inductive Bible 
Study leaders and students across Canada refocus as 
well. Where would Nehemiah have been if the people 
had not caught his vision and joined him in the work to 
see the vision become a reality?

To this end, in July we had our first of a series of 
Mission and Vision meetings at the national training 
centre in Brantford. In these meetings I shared the 
Precept Mission and Vision with Inductive Bible Study 
leaders. I spoke about the importance for people, whose 
lives have been changed through studying God’s Word 
using Precept’s Inductive Bible Study method, to 
see how they can actively participate in bringing the 
Precept Vision to pass. I shared how different our world 
will be when Precept meets the goal of establishing 
10 million new people worldwide in God’s Word by 
2015. How different would your community be if your 
neighbors knew they could pick up God’s Word and 
study it for themselves? Can you see it? 

One of the misconceptions we dealt with was in regard 
to the expectations upon the team of seven who work 

in the office in Brantford. Is it really these seven 
people who are responsible for the entire ministry 
across Canada? Not at all! Each Inductive Bible Study 
leader and student is an equal partner in the mission of 
establishing Canadians in God’s Word.

One of the major changes we have made is to filter 
everything through our mission statement. For too 
long we have spent a lot of time telling people how 
wonderful the ministry is, or how good the Bible 
Studies are, or how great a teacher Kay is but all of 
these things only ‘expose’ new people to the ministry. 
Our mission, if you choose to accept it, is to “establish.” 

Practically speaking, instead of telling a person about 
the ministry, we sit down with that person and walk 
them through a short Inductive Bible Study. (The one or 
two page Precept Lightning Studies are perfect for this.) 
We want to hold true to the mission in all that we do. 

Much like during my marathon there can be distractions 
in ministry that would knock us off course, slow us 
down or take us right out of the race if we focused 
on them. So now, when we are presented with 
opportunities, we evaluate each one to determine if it 
has the potential to establish people in God’s Word. If it 
doesn’t we turn it down.

October 26th and 27th we will hold the second in 
our series of these Mission and Vision meetings. If 
your greatest desire and burden is like ours, to see 
people established in God’s Word, living as exemplary 
followers of Jesus Christ studying the Bible inductively, 
making disciples intentionally, serving the church 
faithfully in the power of the Holy Spirit then you 
need to join us to see how you can partner with us to a 
greater degree. 

In my few short years with the ministry I can honestly 
say this is the most mission driven we have ever been. 
Our greatest burden is much like Nehemiah’s, our 
country is in reproach (shame), the needs are many, the 
sin is great, the walls are broken and the only answer is 
God’s Word and we believe that God is raising up this 
ministry to do something huge in this country. 

We have to stay focused, we have to stay on mission 
and we need you to do the same. Will you accept the 
mission of Establishing People in God’s Word? 

And Precept Began  
to Grow . . .
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AROUND THE WORLD
P R E C E P T  I N  O T H E R  C U L T U R E S

n North America the familiar Precept model looks like 
four walls of a classroom and a whiteboard. Where this 

model doesn’t work it is still possible to establish people in 
God’s Word. These inspired programs significantly extend the 
reach of Precept in key countries where people are desperate 
to study and understand God’s Word for themselves. You can 
praise God for the part He has given you in these successes 
because as you pray and give this has been possible. Through 
Answering the Call, the international work of Precept has 
more than doubled over the past year. Here are a few 
examples of the NEW work being done to help establish 10 
million people in God’s Word by 2015. As you read these 
accounts, ask God what NEW work He might have for you 
that’s outside the traditional Precept model, but that will 
still accomplish the Precept Mission and Vision.

International Taekwondo 
Competitions
For years, Precept has 
used sports to open doors 
for reaching out to people 
across Eurasia. Recently, 
the Moldovan National 

Taekwondo Team led by Precept trainer Vasile Filat 
participated in the World Championships in a country that 
is completely closed to the Gospel. Not only were they able 
to enter the country freely, but they also introduced 640 
competitors from 120 countries to Precept Bible Studies—
and came away with the World Championship! Given the 
level of credibility of “our” team, the door is also open into 
other countries where we would never otherwise be able to 
work. Please pray for this effort as we plan to participate in 
at least five international competitions this year and expand 
Precept’s outreach across Europe and Eurasia.

Planting Churches Using 
Inductive Bible Study
Sasha Sanduleac, one of our 
key trainers in Eurasia, has 
a heart for planting churches 
using the Inductive Bible 
Study method. Sasha has 

planted 25 churches in the region and also coordinates more 
than 50 Precept Bible Study groups each week! 
 Building on this firm foundation, Precept is making 
a significant investment in helping Sasha lead a team to 
plant 65 new churches over the next five years. Based on 
experience, we expect God to use this project to impact 
tens of thousands more people with His life-changing Word. 
Each person will be trained not only to study God’s Word for 
themselves, but also how to teach others to do the same.

Laying Down Roots in Egypt
Through God’s provision, 
Precept is opening an office 
in Cairo this year to serve the 
growing ministry in Egypt. 
Through workshops and 
training institutes we’ve held in 

partnership with a large evangelical church in Egypt, many 
people are now involved in weekly Precept Bible Studies 
and are hungry to go even deeper into God’s Word. Egypt 
has also become a key location for training pastors from 
closed and semi-closed countries who cannot obtain visas 
for training in other countries. Please pray for our National 
Director as he leads the growing work in Egypt.

Training Public School 
Teachers . . . Inductively!
In May, Precept formally 
launched a new training 
program for public school 
teachers in Romania, Ukraine, 
and Moldova. Teachers will 

attend our 10-day training sessions; then they will teach 
Precept courses to students in their schools and train other 
teachers to use the Inductive Bible Study method and Precept 
materials. In Eurasia in 2011, Precept was taught in 281 
public schools with 109,957 students using our materials to 
study topics such as ethics, values, and AIDS prevention. In 
an effort to add to this success, we expect to train 210 new 
teachers and principals over the next three years. This will 
continue to open doors for evangelism and discipleship, 
bringing growth to the Ministry in these key countries. 

I

What happens to the Precept Mission and 
Vision when we think outside the classroom?



My name is Braedon MacDonald. I am from a small town 
in Nova Scotia called Yarmouth and I heard about this 
internship opportunity last November when I went to the 
Resolve Student Conference held in Halifax, NS. During 
the conference Mark made mention of the internship to 
me. When I left I thought about it but the idea of heading 
to Ontario led me to be skeptical because of the finances 
I would require for university in the coming fall. However, 
in May Mark contacted me encouraging me to apply for 
the paid internship program. As I am writing this you now 
know that I received the internship, much to my surprise!

My first week was hectic to say the least. I learned to study 
inductively, structure Scripture and was introduced to 
the Mission and Vision of Precept. Over the course of the 
internship I further developed my inductive Bible study 
habits and through my study of 1 Thessalonians, God 
convicted me to become a better example of Christ. I am at 
the point now that I can study the Bible inductively on my 
own without aid of a Precept upon Precept book. I assisted 
Mark during the Transform Boot Camp and I had the 
privilege to teach the D4Y Daniel study at the Precept VBS.

Of all training that I will take away from the intern 
experience, the most valuable to me is what I learned 
about how to use inductive Bible study for sermon 
preparation.  I now feel confident, in a non-prideful 
way, when I speak because I don’t need to worry about 
speaking falsely during my sermon. The key is prayerful 
preparation by first thoroughly studying the text 
inductively. The difference in my preaching now is night 
and day compared to the first few times I preached.

My time spent under Mark’s discipleship has been an 
encouragement as I prepare to enter university this fall 
with the goal of eventually becoming a pastor. He has 
shared his pastoral experiences and instructed me on how 
to be an effective pastor, which starts with studying and 
knowing the Bible. 

God has blessed me with this opportunity to gain valuable 
experience here in Brantford since the beginning of July. I 
worked with the phenomenal Precept team who love the 
Lord with all their hearts. They were welcoming upon my 
arrival and have continued to encourage me when I felt 
overwhelmed. 

The Lord has truly blessed Precept and I would encourage 
others to apply for this internship. The internship is a 
valuable tool for young adults who are called to pastor or 
those who want to be effective Christian leaders and want 
to learn how to study the Bible inductively.
 
The internship is a superb program which I urge everyone 
to apply for because of the experience you gain in 
understanding the church and how to be effective as a 
church leader. I am glad I accepted the opportunity. 
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The internship is a valuable 
tool for young adults 
who are called to pastor 
or those who want to be 
effective Christian leaders.

Summer Intern Program: Meet Braedon

Mark Sheldrake and
Braedon MacDonald

Brantford, Ontario - Truth About Sex Conference
 >> September 15, 2012

Gull Lake, Alberta - In the Last Days Conference
 >> October 19–21, 2012

Halifax, NS - In the Last Days Conference
 >> November 16-17, 2012
 
Visit www.transformcanada.com for details or to register.

Don’t Miss These . . .
Upcoming Transform Events!



Brantford Campus Events
 
How to Study Old Testament History & Prophecy
 >> October 27, 2012

Off-Site Events
 
Abbotsford, BC - Malachi Study Program
 >> September 14-16, 2012

Nanaimo, BC - Structuring
  - How to Study New Testament Letters
 >> September 22, 2012

Salmon Arm, BC - How to Lead - for those new to Precept
 >> September 28-29, 2012

Halifax, NS - How to Study New Testament Letters
 >> September 29, 2012

Halifax, NS - Witnessing
 >> September 29, 2012

Winnipeg, MB - How to Lead - for those new to Precept
 >> November 2-3, 2012

Lindsay, ON - How to Study New Testament Letters
 >> November 24, 2012

To register or see more events, visit www.preceptministries.ca/events.

Precepts For Life Airing Schedule
 
Sermon on the Mount
 >> August 27–September 7, 2012

Ephesians: The Mystery of God’s Church—Our Identity,  
Our Walk, Our Warfare 
 >> September 10–December 7, 2012

Don’t Miss These . . .
Upcoming Events!

You can watch or listen to 
Precepts For Life at  
www.preceptministries.ca/pfl

Tune in Online

today children need 
to know there are 
some promises that 
are forever — they 
are god’s covenants.

BOOK SPOTLIGHT

God always keeps His covenant 
promises! Join Max, Molly, and Sam the 
great face-licking beagle as they crack 
secret codes, do crosswords, and solve 
puzzles to discover God’s awesome 
promises. As you travel around Israel, 
where Jesus lived while on earth, you’re 
going to explore the covenants God makes 
with His people and what they mean for 
you. You’ll find out:

•	 	what	covenant	is	
•	 why	keeping	a	covenant	is	so	important	
•	 what	happens	when	covenants	

are	broken	
•	 God’s	greatest	covenant	promise	to	

everyone	around	the	world	
•	 how	to	live	for	Jesus	every	day

Cracking the Covenant Code reveals God’s 
awesome love, constant presence, and 
amazing provision for people who believe 
in Jesus.

The Discover 4 Yourself® Bible study series 
engages kids 8 to 12 and challenges them 
to get to know God’s Word better in fun 
and meaningful ways.

Perfect for Sunday school, Bible classes, 
homeschooling, and individual study.
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Workbook	#22090 8	lessons $13.99

Send for 
your copy 
today!
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t was supposed to be a joyous day but 
there we sat brokenhearted with our 

newborn baby in intensive care critically ill. 
What do you do when you are faced with a 
heart break? Tom and I had no idea. No one 
had taught us how to handle a situation like 
this. We cried out to God. Where was He? 
What was He doing?

I decided at that terrible moment in our lives 
I had to reach out to God and get to know 
Him. But where could I look for help? It 
was not until I found Precept Bible studies 
that I really found the answer. The Precept 
Inductive Bible Study method allowed me 
to know God through His Word and it has 
forever changed me. The amazing change in 
my life compelled me to disciple my friends 
and family using the Precept method of 
Inductive Bible study.

This is not a new story. Most leaders start a 
small group using Precept’s Inductive Bible 
study materials because they want others to 
experience the same changed life. 

The changed life happens because the Word 
of God is powerful; it performs its work in 
those who believe. (1 Thessalonians 2:13) 
But for the Word of God to change us we 
have to know it and in order to know it we 
must study it.

Precept Ministries Inductive Bible study 
is a unique and effective method of 
studying and leading. No other ministry 
trains leaders to lead Bible study the way 
that Precept does. While process has 
been refined since Kay Arthur first began 
teaching over 40 years ago, at the core it 
is still basically students studying God’s 
Word for themselves using the Precept key 
word marking system and leaders leading 
by asking questions. Even the no-homework 
40-Minute Bible Studies use these 
principles.

One of the things that will help Precept 
rapidly multiply and reach 10 million 
people by 2015 is through guarding the 

simplicity and integrity of Precept’s 
Inductive Bible Study method and 
leadership style.

No matter where a student joins a Precept 
class anywhere in Canada, or around 
the world, they should have a similar 
experience. They should hear “Precept” and 
know what to expect.

Leaders do not need to come up with their 
own format or add to the Precept model. 
The men and women who have worked 
alongside Kay over the last 40+ years have 
diligently sought God’s direction regarding 
the Inductive Bible study method and the 

‘leading by asking questions’ model. It can 
be trusted, it works! And, it is reproducible 
in the next generation of disciples.

This is what the Precept Bible study 
experience should look like:

1. The leader shows the students how to do 
their homework through an orientation.

2. Every student is provided with a Precept 
(NISS, Lord, etc.) workbook for that 
course so they can do the homework (or 
do the marking in class as in the case of 
the 40-Minute No Homework studies).

3. The group meets weekly.

4. The leader teaches by asking questions 
so a discussion of the homework takes 
place. (Additional handouts and outlines 
are not needed.)

5. The leader follows the discussion with 
the lecture available from Precept. (The 
lecture is optional. It can also be done by 
a gifted teacher or pastor.)

If your experience is not like this it is time 
to refresh your skills by attending a Bible 
study workshop or leadership workshop. 
It’s common for leaders and students to drift 
from the model over time, you won’t regret 
getting back on track and the easiest way to 
do that is by updating your training. 

Discipleship

I
The Leader’s High Calling

by Jane 
Hart

Everyone and 
everything at 

Precept is being 
realigned to 

accomplish our 
Mission and Vision. 

Our prayer is that 
Precept leaders 

and students 
across Canada will 

understand how, 
by following the 

Precept format, they 
can accomplish the 
Mission and Vision 
in their community 

and beyond.
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n July 23rd, 2012 Jane and I and our son Patrick sat 
in the office of my doctor to review the results of my 

recent biopsy. “You have cancer in the upper right lobe 
of your right lung.” He told us it was the slow growing 
kind and it could probably be removed with surgery. The 
possibility of cancer had been put forward ever since I had 
heard the results of a chest x-ray in early April.

How does a follower of Jesus Christ, one who has been 
established in God’s Word by Precept Ministries and 
whose ministry I serve with, deal with this news? I believe 
God would have me share the lessons He is teaching me. 

Lesson One: Think Biblically. As you know we can let 
our feelings and emotions govern our behavior unless 
we choose to think biblically. We take every thought 
captive (2 Corinthians 10:5) and look at the circumstance 
according to God’s Word. This is not denial. It takes 
discipline and the power of the Holy Spirit. Paul tells 
Timothy that God has not given us a spirit of timidity 
but one of power, love and discipline (2 Timothy 1:7). 
Rather than thinking of all the possible outcomes of my 
cancer, the scriptures require me to turn my need over to 
God. Philippians 4:6-8 has been a favourite passage. Paul 
directs believers not to worry but to turn all our needs 
over to God in prayer and to thank Him for looking after 
the problem.  If one does so God promises peace for your 
heart and mind. Verse 8 instructs us to dwell on that which 
is true, pure, and worthy of praise.

Lesson Two: Pray the Promises of God. The Scriptures 
are full of promises of God that over the years I have 
marked with a big “P” in my Bible. One that has stood out 
during this season is that God has promised to supply all 
our needs according to His will (Philippians 4:19).

O

the Doctor says,  
You have cancer

Lesson Three: Be Open and Transparent. My sister-
in-law Jennifer reminded me of the importance of 
fellowship. My family, my church family, my ministry 
family have been such an encouragement to me. Their 
words, prayers, e-mail and cards are such a comfort. 
These are examples of love in action as we fulfill the 
instruction to bear one another’s burdens…(Galatians 
6:2). I would miss out if I closed myself off from the very 
ones God has put in my life for this purpose.

Lesson Four: Guard Your Time in God’s Word. 
Don’t let the increased demands on your time from 
doctor’s appointments chip into your time with the Lord. 
I have been working through the new 40 Minute study 

“Breaking Free From Fear”. It has been the right study 
for this period in my life. I’m learning that perfect fear 
of God, a healthy respect and awe, frees us of all lesser 
fears! (Hebrews 13:6). On page 88 Kay says, “To walk 
in the fear of the Lord is to live as Jesus lived, doing 
nothing on our own initiative, obeying God’s Words, 
doing His works…to trust Him, to respect Him, believing 
that God is who He says He is and that He will do what 
He says He will.” Fear of God comes from knowing God 
through His Word, and letting your mind dwell in it so 
that you are compelled to live by it (Psalm 19:8-11).

In conclusion let me say that even though I am facing 
surgery for cancer I am content and comforted much 
like David in Psalm 3 as he fled from Absalom. David 
lay down and slept…for the Lord sustains me (verse 5). 
Thank you for your prayers and words of encouragement. 
Jane and I thank God for praying friends like you. You 
bring us much joy, comfort, contentment and our 
Heavenly Father is praised! 

What do you do when by
Dr. Tom
Hart

Join the Team!
For more than 40 years, God has provided Precept with friends who faithfully pray and financially support 
Precept. Over time, these friends became known as the E-Team (“Epaphroditus” from Philippians 2:25).
 If you are not already an E-Team member, we encourage you to become a part of this special 
team of people who commit to praying monthly and providing automatic monthly gifts to the work of 
Precept Ministries International. The enclosed reply card tells you more about how you can be like 
Epaphroditus—someone we can lean on as we work to fulfill the mission God has placed before us.

Go online to www.preceptministries.ca/eteam to sign up!


