
Plumbline
PRECEPT MINISTRIES INTERNATIONAL     SUMMER 2012ESTABLISHING PEOPLE IN GOD’S WORD 

Why Attend a 
Workshop?

page 2

What Can 
You Do With a 
Toonie?

page 4

The Leader’s 
Friend

page 7

(continued on page 3)

About 
Plumbline
The plumb line 
is pictured in 
Scripture as the 
standard of Truth.  

“ ‘Behold I am about 
to put a plumb line 
in the midst of My 
people . . . ’ ” (Amos 
7:8b). Our goal 
with Plumbline 
is to help Precept 
supporters like 
you measure all of 
life by God’s Word.  
May it bless you!

The Church’s 
effectiveness 
hinges on the 

spiritual health 
and participation 

of every saint in 
the body.

he older I grow the more aware I become of how each 
part of my body plays an important part in the functioning 

of the whole body. A malfunction in the smallest organ or 
extremity can slow my body down or put me on the sidelines.
 The body of Christ is the same in every way. Paul makes 
the comparison quite clear in 1 Corinthians 12. Take a few 
minutes and read this chapter again. As you read mark every 
occurrence of the word body. Now look back at every place you 
marked body and list what you learn.
 The effectiveness of the church in Corinth and the church 
in Canada today hinges on the spiritual health and participation 
of every saint in the body.
  For the maintenance and growth of healthy body parts 
1 Cor 12:28 says that God has appointed in the church, first 
apostles, second prophets and third teachers. Paul speaks again 
of this in Ephesians 4:11-13 where he spells out the division of 
discipleship responsibilities in the Church.
 You may know believers that have a ‘Holy Man’ mystic. 

T

an effective body
A Healthy Body—

by Dr. Tom
Hart
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Do you enjoy spending time with God’s people 
in God’s Word?
A Precept “Study Program,” during which we study through a 
whole book of the Bible in three days would be right for you.

Do you struggle to do your homework? Are you ever 
frustrated about how to mark a word - what color or symbol to use? Does it take 
a great deal of effort for you to title a chapter / paragraph?

Precept’s “How to Study NT Letters” is the solution!

Have you ever thought about being a Precept 
Upon Precept Leader? Do you want to start a class in your area? 
God may be calling you to lead, a leader workshop will give you the confidence 
you need to get started.

Attend “How to Lead-for those new to Precept” to learn the 
basics of  inductive Bible study lesson planning and leadership.

Has it been a while since you updated your 
training? Precept Ministries continues to improve and refine the 
inductive Bible study and small group leader training. If you have not attended 
training within three years, come again and you’ll be surprised by what you learn.

Attend “How to Lead PUP” to learn up-to-date lesson planning 
and leadership methods.

We have a wide variety of workshops - 
•	 if you are new to inductive study
•	 if you have been studying for years 
•	 if you are ready to lead
•	 to further develop your leading skills

Attending a workshop is a great opportunity for you to spend 
time with God in His Word getting to know Him better. In the 
process you will learn to use inductive study skills to dig out 
truth for yourself. To know what truth is so that you can identify 
what is not truth.

Jack and Kay Arthur
Co-Founders of Precept Ministries

David Arthur
CEO of Precept Ministries

Why Inductive Bible
Study Workshops?

The Vision of Precept 
Ministries International
To establish people in God’s 
Word to live as exemplary 
followers of Jesus Christ, 
studying the Bible inductively, 
viewing the world biblically, 
making disciples intentionally, 
and serving the Church 
faithfully in the power  
of the Holy Spirit.

Our mission to 
establish people 

in God’s Word 
is unchanged, 
and our work 

of teaching 
people how to 
discover Truth 

for themselves is 
steadfast.
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Why Inductive Bible
Study Workshops?

They don’t think that the sick have been visited until the 
‘Holy Man’ does so; the meal hasn’t been blessed until 
the ‘Holy Man’ has blessed it; and Bible study can’t be 
convened unless the ‘Holy Man’ leads it. 
 The apostles, prophets, evangelists and pastor-
teachers are to equip those with other gifts for the work of 
ministry. Paul does not say that those with these primary 
gifts should do every ministry. 
Leaders who try to do so and 
congregations that let them 
cripple the church. Paul clearly 
states that the leader’s ministry 
is to equip the saints for ministry. 
The saints (all believers in the 
church) each with a gift(s) (1 
Cor 12:4, 8-10) are responsible 
for the various ministries (1 Cor 
12:5) of the church.
 Read Ephesians 4:11-13 and note the sequence of 
events and what the outcome should be.
 It has been taught that once a person reaches a 
certain level of maturity then they are given a ministry at 
the discretion of the church leadership. But here Paul says 
the saints (called out ones) are to be equipped for ministry 
and as they minister they, and the whole body, matures 
and grows. Otherwise why does the Spirit give the gifts at 
the time of salvation?
 This biblical model of the body, with Christ as the 
head, is the only model of ‘church’ that will accomplish 
God’s will as exemplified in Acts 2.
 God has called Precept Ministries to be used by the 
body of Christ for the purpose of establishing people in 
God’s Word. God’s Word is the key to equipping the saints 
for the work of service.

 Look at how many Precept leaders and students are 
serving the church faithfully—healthy body members— 
around the world because they are established in God’s 
Word. They are obeying Christ’s command in Matthew 
28, to make disciples who make disciples. They are doing 
this using Precept’s Inductive Bible Study method and 
resources.

 This is our prayer, daily we 
beseech the Lord asking that God 
would allow us to connect with 
church leaders who are desperate 
for an effective, biblical way to 
equip the saints so that the body can 
function as it should, begin to grow 
and be built up in love.
 Would you join with us in this 
prayer? We know that Canada will 
know revival on an unprecedented 

scale when every congregation makes biblical equipping 
and body ministry the top priority. 

A Healthy Body—an effective body (continued from page 1)

Leaders who try to 
do every ministry 

and congregations 
that let them cripple 

the church.

Ephesians 4:11-13
11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and 

some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 
12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the 

building up of the body of Christ; 
13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the 

knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the 
measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of 
Christ.

...
16 from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by 

what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of 
each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the 
building up of itself in love.

A happy church leader with a 
body that’s functioning properly.

Brantford, ON - Jude & Zechariah Study Programs
 >> July 9-12, 2012

Abbotsford, BC - Accurately Handling a Difficult Subject
 >> September 14-16, 2012

Abbotsford, BC - Malachi Study Program
 >> September 14-16, 2012

Halifax, NS - How to Study NT Letters // Witnessing
 >> September 29, 2012
Visit www.preceptministries.ca/workshops for additional 
events or to register.

Don’t Miss These . . .
Upcoming Events!



few days ago my daughter Logan lost her tooth. Jessica and I decided to give her a toonie to 
make up for the pain and suffering . Although, my first thought was that I needed to hang on 

to the toonie for my pain and suffering.  Watching the process of losing a tooth is not my cup of tea.  
I cannot handle the sight of it or the discussion that follows, “Look Dad it’s loose.” I would prefer to 
lock myself behind closed doors until she came to me with the tooth.

 When we gave Logan the toonie her response was amazing. “Dad what can I do with a toonie? 
I’m rich! Can I get a Nintendo DS game? What about a Froster drink from the corner store?” The list 
went on and on and then she came to the conclusion she wanted to buy two freezies from the 
school, both costing a dollar so she would have two days of treats. 

 As I watched Logan work through the process of determining what she would use her 
toonie on, I began to look at what I could use a toonie on. I’ve compiled my list below:

Things you can do with a toonie:

1.  Buy a large coffee, or 2 small frozen lemonades, or 10 Timbits from Tim 
Hortons

2.  A yo-yo from the dollar store
3.  Buy 200 penny candies
4.  Join Logan in buying 2 freezies
5.  Make 2 phone calls from a pay phone
6.  Spin it around on the desk and count how many revolutions it makes
7.  Play heads or tails
8.  Get a refreshing can of diet coke
9.  Buy a small pack of Jujube candies for Logan to speed up the process of the 

next loose tooth.
10.  A summer sundae with butterscotch topping from McDonalds.

 As I thought through what I could do I realized that there is not a whole lot I could do.  
Many of the things on my list are short term things that bring joy for only a moment.

New People Being Established
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 359
Bible Studies Distributed
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4923
Classes Held in Canada 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 219
Workshops Held in Canada
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7 

Workshops Planned for Canada
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

2012
by the Numbers

ANSWERING THE CALL
T O G E T H E R  W E ’ R E  C H A N G I N G  L I V E S

What Can You Do With a Toonie? 

A
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by Mark 
Sheldrake



But, what if a toonie could bring eternal joy to not only you 
but someone else? Does this sound impossible?

 Let me tell you that it can be done.  With one toonie you 
can ensure that someone is established in God’s Word.  Take 
a minute and imagine with me that the same toonie that 
can be used for short term joy can bring eternal joy.  

 When I realize what can happen in our country with a 
toonie I get really excited.  Let me show you what I mean:

1 toonie = 1 person Established in God’s Word

10 toonies = 10 people Established in God’s Word

200 toonies = 200 people Established in God’s Word.

 I could continue to list the numbers for you but the 
breakdown is simple. It takes $2 to establish a new student 
in God’s Word with Precept’s Inductive Bible Study Method.

 It’s easy to expose people to Inductive Bible Study but 
there is an important distinction between exposing and 
establishing.  

 Our Mission and Vision is not to expose (introduce, 
check out, to be a Costco sample for people). Our desire is 
not to tell people about who we are and give them a little 
taste. We envision people who are established in God’s 
Word living as exemplary followers of Jesus Christ, studying 
the Bible inductively, viewing the world biblically, making 
disciples intentionally and serving the Church faithfully in 
the power of the Holy Spirit.

When we say 
established that 
means new 
students, leaders, 
teens, children all 
making Inductive 
Bible Study a part 
of their daily lives.  
When I look to 
the future of this 

ministry I see passionate Bible study leaders and students 
making major Kingdom impact here in Canada.  That is so 
exciting and to see that happen with a toonie gives me great 
confidence that God is the one who will make this happen.  
You and I cannot do very much with the toonie, but God, He 
can transform someone’s life.

 In Luke 19 Jesus begins teaching a parable about a 
nobleman who went to a distant country to receive a 
kingdom for himself and return.  For the time he was gone 
he gave his slaves money to do business with and upon the 
nobleman’s return the slaves would give an account for how 
they used the money.

 Take a look at the first slave in Luke 19:16—the first 
slave doubled the nobleman’s money. Upon his return 
the nobleman responds, “Well done, good slave, because 
you have been faithful in a very little thing, you are to be 
in authority over ten cities.”  As you read the rest of the 
parable you can see the results of the slaves who didn’t 
do as well, but the first slave was rewarded well.

 Precept Ministries International is asking you to 
Answer the Call and partner with us in Establishing 
People in God’s Word.  In 2011 the Precept around the 
globe established more than 900,000 people in God’s 
Word but there is still much to be done.  May I count on 
you to Answer the Call this summer?

 We are entering our busiest and most productive 
months of the year.  We are preparing for Boot Camp, 
VBS and our Summer Study Program. Yet during these 
months many people are on vacation from work and 
they also take a break from Bible Study and from giving. 
Consequently, our income typically dips dramatically 
during the summer months—right when we need 
contributions the most. That is why your support right 
now is so important. 

 To help you remember to pray and give during this 
critical season of ministry, We’ve enclosed two reply 
cards—one for July and for August. I sincerely hope 
you will earnestly pray about how God would have you 
Answer the Call this summer and use the July reply card 
to send a gift right away to get our summer ministries off 
to a strong start. 

 Then, please place the other card where it will 
remind you to give again in August—even if that means 
tucking it in your suitcase for your vacation. Or if it is 
more convenient for you, send both gifts today. Your gifts 
will be such a blessing! 

 Remember, it is all of us working together that will 
allow Precept Ministries International to have a powerful 
impact for Christ this summer—reaching children, 
students, and adults with the life-transforming Inductive 
Bible Study method. So please give as God leads you. 
Thank you for investing in lives and in the Kingdom of 
God this summer. 
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Two New Studies 
to Delve into This 
Summer

BOOK  SPOTLIGHT

Join the Team!

Jerusalem:  Western Wall

Next Year in Jerusalem — Tour 
Israel in 2013 with Precept Canada
 
Planning is underway for our 2013 Israel Tour, March 13-26. We will 
finish our tour on Passover in Jerusalem. You won’t want to miss it!
 Space for the tour will be limited, please book early. The cost will be 
approximately $3900 per person based on double occupancy. A deposit 
of $500 is required upon booking with the balance due, January 11. 
Bookings will only be accepted until December 1.
 This Precept study tour of Israel is truly a trip of a lifetime. Please 
travel with us in 2013 as we tour alongside fellow Precept students from 
the United Kingdom, Singapore and South Africa.

For more than 40 years, God has provided 
Kay with friends who faithfully pray and financially 
support Precept. Over time they became known as 
the E-Team (“Epaphroditus” from Philippians 2:25).
 If you are not already an E-Team member, we 
encourage you to become a part of this special 
team of people who commit to praying monthly 
and providing automatic monthly gifts to the work of Precept Ministries 
International. See the enclosed reply card for more information on how you 
can be like Epaphroditus—someone we can lean on as we work to fulfill the 
mission God has placed before us.

Go online to www.preceptministries.ca/eteam to sign up!
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Dr. Tom Hart
Missionary,  Co-National Director

You may know about God, but do you truly know what 
He says about Himself—and what He wants from 
you? In this study you will gain a true understanding 
of God’s character and His ways. You’ll be drawn 
into a deeper, more personal relationship with the 
God of the universe—a relationship that will enable 
you to confidently display His strength in life’s most 
challenging circumstances.

Workbook  #22112 6 weeks $8.99

The Power of Knowing God

Life is filled with all sorts of fears that can assault your 
mind, trouble your soul, and bring untold stress. But 
you don’t have to remain captive to your fears. Learn 
how to confront your circumstances with strength 
and courage as you live in the fear of the Lord—the 
fear that conquers every other fear and sets you free 
to live in faith.

Request a complimentary copy of this study when 
you make a donation this month.

Breaking Free From Fear

Workbook  #22113 6 weeks $8.99

Once you study the word of God in Israel your life will 
never be the same.  Far more than a vacation, a luxury– 
this Precept Tour is an investment that will bring 
incredible dividends to your spiritual life.  Go while you 
can, go with someone who’s going to teach you God’s 
Word on location.  Go with our friends and co-laborers.

—Jack and Kay Arthur



recept Ministries’ mission is to establish people in 
God’s Word. In order to be established the student 

learns truth for themselves through their personal 
inductive Bible study. Additional growth comes from 
interaction and fellowship in a small group with other 
believers discussing what was studied. 

 The inductive study method has the greatest 
effect for life change when the small group discussion 
leader teaches through Question & Answer. Educational 
specialists tell us that to increase comprehension and 
retention of truth this method is the most effective.

 Q&A is a skill that is developed over time. In 
order to give each of our valued leaders a foundation to 
develop this skill we have created leader guides. 

 Depending on the type of 
study you are leading there are 
different guides available. The 
most in-depth guides are those 
that accompany the Precept 
Upon Precept and In & Out 
study series.

 We know that this is the best way to teach and so 
we invest considerable time and resources to develop and 
publish the Precept Leader Guides.

 It is unfortunate but some teachers place an 
unnecessary burden on themselves when they lecture 
instead of teaching. Creating additional handouts, 
transcribing and copying notes taken from the DVD or 
adding to lessons does not follow the Precept model, nor 
is it as effective.

 Q&A seems so simple, and we can be led astray 
to think that ‘more is better.’ We succumb to our fears, 

“What if no-one talks?” “What if they don’t understand 
the question?” and horror of horrors, “What if no-one did 
their homework?” Don’t listen to the “What if’s?”!

Precept leaders have been effectively 
using this method for over 45 years. We 
know from experience it works! 

People will talk, if the leader lets them; 
people will eventually get the question, 
ask it another way; and even if no-one 
did their homework, someone can 
answer the question because the 
answers are all found right in the text 
you are studying. 

Here are four tips for getting the 
most out of the Leader Guide:

1 After you complete the 
lesson, prayerfully ask God 
to show you the theme of 
the lesson as you go through 
the leader guide.

2 Read the Leader Guide 
highlighting the questions that stand out, ones you 
don’t want to miss if time becomes an issue. (You 
don’t need to ask every question in the leader guide.)

3 Go through the Leader Guide again and in a different 
colour highlight application questions and lessons for 
life. Or add some of your own questions along this 

line. You want to make sure that 
application is emphasized.

4Sometimes the question to be 
asked is stated in the Leader 

Guide. In other cases you have to 
come up with the question. Look at 
the answer in the guide and create 

the question, just like playing the game of Jeopardy.

 Every leader should use the leader guide to some 
degree or another. Leader guides provide an organized 
presentation of each lesson. Leaders who use the guides 
are discipled by the guides and over time the Q&A 
teaching method begins to flow naturally.

Download (preceptleader.org) or order your leader guide 
and start using it today. You will be thankful you did. 

The Leader’s Friend
P

Don’t listen to 
the  what if’s!

by Jane 
Hart
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Brantford, ON - How to Lead—for those new to Precept

 >> July 13-14, 2012

Brantford, ON - How to Lead PUP—continuing ed. for leaders

 >> July 13-14, 2012

Salmon Arm, BC - How to Lead—for those new to Precept

 >> September 28-29, 2012

Winnipeg, MB - How to Lead—for those new to Precept

 >> November 2-3, 2012
Visit www.preceptministries.ca for details or to register.

Don’t Miss These . . .
Upcoming Leader Events!
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n April we made the trek to Muskoka, Ontario for our In 
the Last Days Transform Student Conference. More than 

100 teenagers gathered for three days and studied through 
four lessons on 2 Peter to answer the questions:

1. How can we tell if we’re living in the last days? and 
How important is it to number our days?

2. How does true knowledge of Jesus Christ affect a 
person’s lifestyle?

3. How can I recognize false teachers and ideas?

4. What do I need to know about the Day of 
Judgment?

 These are giant questions to wrestle with. Over the 
weekend our Transform leadership team challenged the 
students to not only take a hard look at their own lives but 
also to pay attention to what they are being taught. The team 
stressed the great value of being established in God’s Word.

 In the final session we asked the students how they 
would respond to the following signs being held up as they 
entered the school. The first sign was “The End is Near”, 
the second sign was “Jesus is Coming” and the third sign 
was “Are You Prepared to Meet Your God?”

 The response from the students was great. Some 
responded with, “Only crazy people hold up the first sign.” 
We heard cheers for the second sign and silence for the 
third. When we put all three signs together we saw the real 
challenge and message for Sunday morning “The End is 
Near, Jesus is Coming, Are you prepared to meet your God?” 

 The application was clear, “Are you ready to take 
your faith to the level God has called you to, living daily 
as though Christ were to return tomorrow?” It was a call to 
leave “lukewarm” Christianity behind and live all out for 
Him. The Spirit of God brought conviction and many teens 
approached our team afterward admitting to previously 
thinking they had it all together, but in truth they were not 
ready to meet their God. Others had no idea God had called 
them to a higher standard of living.

 The ministry of Transform Canada is so vital for today. 
Statistics in North America show that 82% of teens in high 
school claim to be Christians but by time they graduate 
from post-secondary education 50% of them will have 
completely abandoned their faith.

  As early as possible young people need to be given 
the tools to study God’s Word for themselves. Students who 
are established in God’s Word have a foundation that is 
not easily shaken when their beliefs are challenged. They 

remain strong in their faith throughout their lives and often 
become passionate disciple-makers. 

 To train up the next generation of leaders, we need 
your help. Our ability to equip and disciple youth is 
critically dependent on the generosity of friends like you. 
May I count on you to invest in God’s Kingdom by helping 
us reach young people this summer? 

 If everyone gives something—no gift is too small (or 
too large)—we could impact the lives of thousands of young 
people in the next two months. 

 Just like adults, our youth need to know how to study 
God’s Word so they can remain strong in their faith through 
the trials of life. 

I

In The Last Days Student Conference

Brantford, Ontario - V.B.S. Daniel
 >> July 16-27, 2012

Brantford, Ontario - Truth About Sex Conference
 >> September 15, 2012

Gull Lake, Alberta - In the Last Days Conference
 >> October 19–21, 2012

Halifax, NS - In the Last Days Conference
 >> November 16-17, 2012 
Visit www.transformcanada.com for details or to register.

Don’t Miss These . . .
Upcoming Transform Events!


