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About 
Plumbline
The plumb line 
is pictured in 
Scripture as the 
standard of Truth.  

“ ‘Behold I am about 
to put a plumb line 
in the midst of My 
people . . . ’ ” (Amos 
7:8b). Our goal 
with Plumbline 
is to help Precept 
supporters like 
you measure all of 
life by God’s Word.  
May it bless you!

Age — Not a 
Barrier for this 

Bible Study 
Leader

ay Gebhardt has been involved in Bible study with Precept 
Ministries for over 30 years. She recently celebrated her 

90th birthday. I sat down with Kay to learn about her continued 
desire to Establish People in God’s Word because she is excited 
to see what God has for her to lead next!

Jessica: When did you get started with Precept?

Kay: “Kay Arthur came to teach at a Women Alive Conference 
here in 1980 and shortly after I went to Chattanooga for training 
with my daughter Georgie. Georgie was leading a class and 
I saw what she was doing with the women in her class and I 
wanted to do the same with people in my church. The first time 
I lead a Precept Bible study was at Hopedale Bible Chapel in 
Oakville, Ontario in 1984. After I moved to Brantford, I studied 
under my daughter and in 2005 Georgie needed someone to take 
over her Precept class, so I stepped in and have been leading 
here in Brantford ever since.

K
the Heart of a Leader

Kay Gebhardt: a faithful 
inductive Bible study 

leader for over 30  years.

Faithfulness—
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Beloved, 
 By now I trust you’ve heard about the transition of our son David to CEO 
of Precept Ministries International. Since February 1, David has been at the helm 
of the Ministry, and I am here to tell you that all is well in his more than capable 
hands. Our mission to establish people in God’s Word is unchanged, and our 
work of teaching people how to discover Truth for themselves is steadfast.

 Although Jack and I are technically no longer leading the Ministry, I 
can assure you that we are here, day in and day out, writing, teaching, and 
mentoring. You’ve heard me say it before, but it’s worth repeating: “There 
is no retirement in time of war” (Ecclesiastes 8:8). So, Beloved, we’ve not 
retired; we’ve just been reassigned.

 In just a few weeks, the Precept campus will be “invaded” by hundreds 
of young people for Boot Camp 2012. Students from all across the country 
will be here for intensive Bible study and leadership development. We will 
also be welcoming our 2012 interns who will spend all summer studying and 
improving their leadership skills. It is simply incredible how God is using 
those we are equipping through the summer intern program to further His 
Kingdom in communities and on college campuses around the country. I 
hope you will take time to read a little more about our commitment to student 
ministry in this issue of Plumbline.

 If you have been keeping up with our Answering the Call campaign, you 
know we are now in our second full year of working to raise $20 million and 
reach 10 million people with the Inductive Bible Study method. On pages 4 
and 5, you can read about our progress and how God is using your prayers and 
generous financial support to reach more people with God’s Truth every day.

 Finally, be sure to check out how we are using new media to connect on 
a daily basis with people who are hungry to be equipped with Inductive Bible 
Study tools. These new outreach channels are part of the reason why we are 
so excited about David’s move to CEO. His visionary leadership will take the 
ministry of Precept far beyond anything Jack and I could have ever done. 

 Thank you for praying for David and the entire Precept team as God 
continues to expand our reach and impact around the world.

  Your Co-Labourer in Ministry,

P.S.  As we enter a new season of ministry with David capably in the lead, I 
trust you will continue to support Precept faithfully with your prayers 
and gifts. We greatly appreciate your partnership and ask that you would 
prayerfully consider becoming part of our E-Team—our “inner circle” of 
friends. You can learn more about becoming part of this special group of 
friends on page 6.

Jack and Kay Arthur
Co-Founders of Precept Ministries

David Arthur
CEO of Precept Ministries

There’s No Retirement  
in Time of War

The Vision of Precept 
Ministries International
To establish people in God’s 
Word to live as exemplary 
followers of Jesus Christ, 
studying the Bible inductively, 
viewing the world biblically, 
making disciples intentionally, 
and serving the Church 
faithfully in the power  
of the Holy Spirit.

Our mission to 
establish people 

in God’s Word 
is unchanged, 
and our work 

of teaching 
people how to 
discover Truth 

for themselves is 
steadfast.
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There’s No Retirement  
in Time of War

by David 
Arthur

Jessica: Why Precept Bible Studies?
Kay: I love watching the students in our group see the 
truth of God’s Word for themselves. It brings a smile 
to their face. When we get together we discuss the 
homework, and they all love to do their homework. We 
study and talk and come together with a common heart 
to be changed by God’s Word. I’m not even that great of 
a leader and the class corrects me on some things but we 
all love the Word and love each other. We are all like 
sisters coming together.

Jessica: What is one of your 
highlights in all the years you 
have been studying with Precept?
Kay: There are so many I can’t 
think of them all but going down 
to see Kay and spend time with 
her, staying on campus and 
learning to study the Bible was 
a real highlight for me. I love 
Kay’s teaching. She is gifted. I 
also love getting together with my class; we hug each 
other, support each other and study together. That is a 
real highlight of my week, I look forward to it. Right now 
I miss it as I am slowing down a bit with some health 
issues but I want to keep teaching.

Jessica: David Arthur was recently appointed CEO of the 
ministry and Kay has stepped down from that position to 
focus on teaching and writing. What do you think about 
David and his focus on mobilizing those who have been 
trained over 40 years to go out and establish new students 
in the Word?

Kay: Oh really… I didn’t know that she had done that. I 
think that Kay is a great writer and teacher and this is good 
for her. From what you have told me about David I like 
what he is doing with the ministry. As I have taught over 
the years both Georgie and I have always challenged our 
students to go and start a new study and get more people 
into the Word. I think this will be good for the ministry. 
With better support those who can lead, will lead.

Jessica: Kay, this interview is going to go to all of the 
Bible Study Leaders and Students 
in Canada. Do you have any 
encouragement for them?
Kay: Over the years I would always 
go to God and seek His direction 
for what He wanted me to teach, 
what He wanted for my life. I would 
ask and then keep serving as God 
directed. 

Jessica: As a Leader did you ever 
get discouraged?

Kay: I can’t remember a time when I was discouraged. 
People came and went from the classes for different 
reasons and circumstances but I was always happy to 
teach and study the Word with those who attended.

Jessica: Kay, thank you for taking the time to share how 
God has used you through Precept Ministries. We are so 
excited to hear that even at 90 years old, your desire is to 
see students studying the Word of God. We are inspired 
by yours and Georgie’s example and commitment to 
Establishing People in the Word. May God bless you both 
as you Mobilize. 

Faithfulness—the Heart of a Leader (continued from page 1)

Jessica Sheldrake
and Kay Gebhardt.

I have always 
challenged our 

students to go and 
start a new study 

and get more people 
into the Word.



or the first time ever, representatives from each of Precept’s four 
international ministry areas (Eurasia, Spanish, Portuguese, and 

Ambassadors) came together in February and March for a Leadership 
Development Conference. In the past, each international area has held 
leadership training specifically for their directors and trainers, but under the 
flag of Mobilizing, and with the resources made available through Answering the 
Call, we were able to have them all in one place, at one time, to hear the same 
message and get the same training.

 “One of the things we have learned is that when strategies work in 
Singapore, they may very well work in Ecuador or Russia as well,” explains Bob 
Vereen, who serves as Precept’s Senior Vice President for International Ministry.
 
 Canada was represented by Tom and I, Mark Sheldrake and Gail Gadsby. The 
challenging questions of the first day set the tone for the ILDC. “Where is your 
treasure?”  and “Are you ready to exchange your plans for God’s?” As each of the 
national directors told their stories of what God is doing to establish people in 
God’s Word we were challenged to see God’s plan that is always bigger than our 
plan could ever be. We’ve posted some of these stories on our facebook page. 
Drop by www.preceptministries.ca/ildc to read more.

 Not only was there plenty of training and sharing of strategies, but the 
encouragement provided by knowing we are not alone on the front lines is so 
important. So many times, our trainers and directors are in some of the most remote parts of the world serving those hungry 
to understand God’s Word for themselves. Knowing that others around the world are doing the same thing and that ministry 
partners like you are praying for their success makes a huge difference.  

People attending
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65
Countries and regions  
represented
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28
Total miles traveled  
to conference 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 264,719
Greatest distance traveled  
in miles (Singapore)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9,864 

2012 ILDC
by the Numbers

ANSWERING THE CALL
Q U A R T E R L Y  M I N I S T R Y  U P D A T E

Canada Represented at First ILDC 
(International Leadership Development Conference)

F
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Jane Hart
Missionary Co-National Director



e have compiled a short list of what we believe are the best 
ways to pass on the gift of Inductive Bible Study.

Gift #1— 40 Minute Topical Bible Studies This no homework 
series is an easy way to get new students established in the Word. 
Whether you are starting a new group or doing a study one-on-one, you 
will enjoy working through any of these six-week topical studies.

Gift #2 — Lord Teach Me to Study the Bible in 28 Days
Start a 28 day challenge in your class. Ask your students to find one 
person that they can pass on the gift of Inductive Bible Study to. Work 
through the book together and ask them then to start a 28 day challenge 
of their own.

Gift #3 — Invite someone to a local workshop
Precept offers training all over the country. Sponsor a friend to go to an 
event or take them with you. By attending a workshop they will learn 
how to discover truth for themselves. Invite them to How to Lead—for 
Those New to Precept Upon Precept. This 2-day workshop in Abraham 
or Ezra will teach the skills they need to be Established in the Word.

Gift #4 — Precepts for Life 
Visit www.preceptministries.ca/
pfl to watch and download the 
free study guide. Invite a friend to 
study with you and Kay. Watch 
the video and work through the 
study together.

Gift #5 — Answer the Call 
We’ve prayed and believe 
that God has given us specific 

instructions relating to the Great Commission – His call to go, make 
disciples, and teach them to observe His Word. We believe that God 
has called us to reach an additional 10 million people worldwide with 
inductive study of God’s life changing Word by 2015. Can you just 
imagine the effect this will have on our world. For every gift of $2.00 
together we can establish one new student in God’s Word. Consider 
partnering with us in this God sized goal.

There it is…our Top 5 ways to share the gift of Inductive Bible Study. 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit teaching them to observe all 
that I commanded you; and lo I am with you always, even to the end of 
the age.” Matthew 28:19-20   

Precept Ministries International is 
now in the second full year of the 
five-year strategic growth initiative 
known as Answering the Call. 
Although great progress has been 
made toward the goal of reaching 
10 million people with the Inductive 
Bible Study method, there is still a 
long way to go.

To date, $3 million has been given, 
and one million people have been 
identified and established in God’s 
Word. That puts the results at 10 
percent of the total goal in people 
reached and 15 percent of the 
needed $20 million to make the 
vision a reality.

Precept’s CEO David Arthur noted 
that the first couple of years of the 
plan are really a “ramp- up” period. 

“It has taken some time to identify 
and evaluate projects that will 
have the greatest impact on the 
goal of reaching 10 million people,” 
David explains. “And while we have 
seen some extraordinary progress 
with more funding than ever for 
international ministry, the greatest 
impact lies ahead in years three, four, 
and five.”

On behalf of those we currently 
serve and the millions more we 
seek to serve through Answering 
the Call, we are grateful and blessed 
by your partnership in prayer and 
giving. Those two things truly make 
ministry happen around the world, 
and we are excited to see what 
God has in store this year and in 
the years ahead as we continue to 
follow His guidance and direction 
for the ministry of Precept.

W

Top 5 Ways to Share the Gift 
of Inductive Bible Study

1,000,000 People  
Established in God’s Word  

through 
Answering the Call

Precepts for Life Website

Establishing People in God’s Word  |  Plumbline  5



are you ready to 
share the gift?

BOOK  SPOTLIGHT

Send for 
your 2 
copies
today!

The challenge is out: Who will you 
share the gift with? Lord, Teach Me 
to Study the Bible is the perfect way to 
share the gift of inductive Bible study. 
You can start a friend or family member 
on the journey to becoming established 
in God’s Word.
 Delve into the fascinating world of 
Inductive Bible Study where God Himself 
becomes the teacher (Psalm 119:102). 
This book teaches readers how to study 
Scripture and specifically mark the text 
to unlock its meaning. In just 28 days 
readers learn how to:
•	 study the Bible book by book and 

understand what they are reading 
•	 recognize key words and concepts in 

the Bible 
•	 discover the main point of any 

passage of Scripture 
•	 discern God’s purpose and apply life-

changing truths to everyday life
This is a very practical, hands-on, 
learn-by-doing book, perfect for either 
individuals or small groups. Bible text, 
space to write insights and discussion 
questions are included. Readers need 
only a pen or a few colored pencils...and 
a prayerful heart to complete each study 
and experience the Bible’s life-changing 
power. To thank you for your gift this 
month we would like to send you two 
copies of Lord, Teach Me to Study so you 
can share the gift. To give online go to  
www.preceptministries.ca/LTMTS.  

Join the Team!

Jerusalem:
Temple Mount 
Western Wall

Next Year in Jerusalem — tour 
israel in 2013 with Precept canada
 
I just returned from a 2-week study tour of Israel in preparation for the 
Precept Canada tour in 2013.
 A memorable stop was praying at the Western Wall of the Temple 
Mount in Jerusalem. This site is especially Holy to Jews as it is all that 
remains of Solomon’s temple. 
 We also had the privilege of exploring the excavations and tunnels 
running underground along the Western Wall. Both are a must see for 
any Bible study tour of Israel and help put the visitor into context with 
the temple Mount.
 This Precept study tour of Israel is truly a trip of a lifetime. Please 
travel with us in 2013 as we tour alongside our colleagues from the 
United Kingdom, Singapore and South Africa.

For more than 40 years, God has provided 
Kay with friends who faithfully pray and financially 
support Precept. Over time they became known as 
the E-Team (“Epaphroditus” from Philippians 2:25).
 If you are not already an E-Team member, we 
encourage you to become a part of this special 
team of people who commit to praying monthly 
and providing automatic monthly gifts to the work of Precept Ministries 
International. See the enclosed reply card for more information on how you 
can be like Epaphroditus—someone we can lean on as we work to fulfill the 
mission God has placed before us.

Go online to www.preceptministries.ca/eteam to sign up!
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Dr. Tom Hart
Missionary,  Co-National Director



hen I was nine my aunt asked me what I wanted as 
a gift for Christmas. At nine my greatest want was 
the Knight Rider talking car. This toy was cool, by 

pulling down on the license plate it would trigger the voice 
of Kitt (the internal computer) and he would tell you catch 
phrases from the 80’s television show, “Hit the Turbo Boost 
Michael.”

 At the time of my request my aunt responded with “I 
don’t know about that, we’ll see what it cost, it might be too 
much money.” 

 With great anticipation I waited for Christmas to arrive 
in the hopes that the toy would be wrapped and under the tree.

 As the gifts were opened I started pulling wrapping paper 
and noticed the pink coloured box, I ripped faster and there it 
was in all its glory, the Knight Rider.

 The toy was so precious to me, I still have it today. My 
son drives Kitt all over the basement 
and Michael Knight has made trips 
to the grocery store with us on 
occasion.

 As I reminisced about the 
Knight Rider I began to think about 
the greatest gift ever given. As 
we approach Easter our minds are 
cluttered with clucking bunnies, 
Cadbury eggs, and chocolate…(hmm chocolate), but these only 
distract from what Easter is really about.

 I think back to my aunt’s concern—the cost might be too 
high—and I ask the question, “What if God said the cost was 
too high to sacrifice His one and only Son?”

 This week I studied Genesis 22 and focused on Abraham 
and the faith he had in God. Listen in as Abraham leads Isaac 
to the mount of the Lord (vs. 6-14), hear the conversation 
between father and son. Isaac wants to know where the lamb 
is for the offering, (which is cool as it shows that Abraham 
has made sacrifice to the Lord on other occasions with Isaac 
present), but Abraham’s response in verse 8 “God will provide 
for Himself a lamb for the burnt offering.”

 

What great faith we see in 
Abraham. God has called him to 
sacrifice his son, he goes, he lays 
Isaac on the alter in faith knowing 
that His God would provide another 
option. I immediately asked myself 
if God called me to make that kind 
of sacrifice would I have the faith 
to do as He has called me to do?

 God’s greatest sacrifice was His one and only Son. Why 
did He do it? Because He loves us, for the atonement of sin, to 
restore relationship with His people.

 Abraham was willing to sacrifice Isaac as he was being 
obedient to God. My aunt bought me the Knight Rider toy 
because she loved me and wanted to see the joy in my face as I 
opened and played with that toy.

      As I continue to evaluate the 
question, “What if God thought the 
cost was too high?” I know that there 
was and is nothing God would not do 
for His people. Even to the point of 
sacrificing His one and only Son.

      We as a ministry are so excited 
about the gift He has given us in 
Inductive Bible Study through Precept. 

We have had our lives changed through the power of God’s 
Word. I think back to before I was ever involved in the ministry 
and I can see how dramatically different I am. I like many of 
you am so thankful that I was introduced to Precept Ministries. 
Everyone I talk to have the very same testimony when we talk 
about Inductive Bible Study, Kay Arthur and the ministry. The 
ministry in Canada began because God moved in the hearts of 
two people impacted by the study of God’s Word.
 The greatest part about a gift is passing it on, to see the 
joy in another’s face as they receive it, to see lives transformed 
by the power of God through His Word. 

 Precept Ministries International’s mission is to establish 
people in God’s Word and God has called us to make disciples 
intentionally according to Matthew 28:18-20. You and I can 
accomplish our mission by sharing the gift we have been given. 
Take the gift of Precept’s Inductive Bible Study to friends, 
neighbours, families and together we will transform our nation 
raising up exemplary followers of Jesus Christ, who study the 
Bible inductively, view the world biblically, make disciples 
intentionally, people serving the church faithfully by the Power 
of the Holy Spirit.

 These are exciting times for the ministry and our prayer 
is that you will co-labour with us in sharing the gift of not only 
Inductive Bible Study but the gift that God gave us in His Son 
Jesus Christ.

 May you have a wonderful time celebrating Easter with 
your family and church family.  

The Greatest Gift
W

What if God had 
said the cost was 

too high?

Knight Rider 2000

by Mark 
Sheldrake

Establishing People in God’s Word  |  Plumbline  7



8  Plumbline  |  www.preceptministries.ca

et me start off by saying, “Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 

Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 
even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and blameless before him.” 
(Eph 1:3)

Grace and Peace to you all from Toronto, Canada. My name 
is Fernando dos Santos, and I’m an Inductive study user 
since the summer of 2011. 

I am 28 years of age, married to a lovely women named 
Helnna. Together we have two small children, Gabriel (8) 
and Vinicius (3). Let me briefly share with you my coming 
to Christ. I wasn’t always Christian. I didn’t even grow 
up in a Christian home. I was a practicing Muslim for 20 
years of my life. I was hostile to the gospel; I denied Jesus 
Christ as God’s son, and Him being the only absolute way 
to having your sins forgiven. I was opposed to the prophet 
Isa (Jesus) being crucified to save sinners. It was unnatural 
and contrary to my world view (1 Cor 2:14). But God, 
being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which 
He loved me, even when I was dead in my trespasses, made 
me alive together with Christ (Eph 2:4-5). I was saved in 
November 15, 2006. And I give Him all the glory.

For the first couple of years of being a Christian, I was 
afraid to read the Bible because I didn’t know how to 
approach it. I was fearful I might interpret it wrong. I 
endeavoured in a couple of Bible reading plans, but I felt I 
couldn’t grasp and memorize the Bible. How would I know 
how to glorify God in suppressing sin if I didn’t read the 

Bible. I often relied on other Christians to tell me what the 
Bible said. It was frustrating, until I was doing research 
on how to study the Bible, and I came across the term 

“Inductive study.” After reading and clicking several links 
for hours, I came to Precept Ministries International. I was 
on the site for hours learning as much as I could. The next 
day I bought Kay Arthurs’ book, “The New How to Study 
Your Bible.” A week after that, I bought and started “The 
New Inductive Study Series,” which I absolutely love and 
enjoy to do. 

The inductive study method has changed how I read God’s 
Word. My presuppositions have changed after studying each 
book throughly. There is an excitement when I approach 
the Word of God. I now look forward to studying the 
Bible because of the inductive study method.  Of course 
God gets all the glory for this, and I would like to offer up 
thanksgiving to God for Kay Arthur and the whole Precept 
ministry team. The english language is insufficient in 
expressing my joy I have. Precept Ministries has profoundly 
helped me in my walk with the Lord Jesus. It is studying 
the Bible, and applying God’s Word to all areas in my life. 
For His glory, for His honour. That was exactly what I was 
missing when I inadequately read the Bible (before Precept 
Ministries). But I rejoice now! and I want you all to rejoice 
with me to! 

May the blessed Lord continue using your ministry to 
help Christians understand His holy Word. May the Lord 
continue to grow and bless your ministry. Soli Deo gloria 
(glory to God alone). 

L

Fernando
is being 

Established 
in God’s 

Word

Going Deeper in God’s Word—with Rejoicing!


